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their cargoes into smaller, faster vessels of light draft i

by the merchants of Bermuda and Britain to run tﬁe blockadZTov;g:ge
cargoes were rich. This trade brought with it wealth to everyone
in Bermuda. Life here was gay. "Rose Hill," hom

: e of the Bournes,
commerc1q1 agent for the Confederate Government, a beautiful p?gce
overlooking St. Georges Harbor, was always open to S

outher -
ters as was the home of Norman Walker, Confederate agent? "vzﬂﬁgor
girls of the island entertained Confederate officers with all sorts
of dances and activities so that St. George's became not only a
harbor of refuge but a pleasant resting place after the excitement
of an outward voyage through the blockade. It was a boom town. The
warehouses here were stuffed with commissary stores for the
Confederate Government and with cotton, for the hungry mills of
Britain, run out in payment for the munitions, etc. This affluence
filtered through to common sailors and attracted ladies of light
yirtue from Atlantic Coast ports, and “Shinbone Alley" had some
hot dives.
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Britain, officially neutral, had some sympathy with the South but
even though incidents 1ike the Trent Affair made relations with
the United States a bit strained, she honored the blockade
because, since her Navy controlled the seas, she wanted her
blockades honored also. The sympathies of Bermudans werE_Eironglz
pro-Southern -- so much so, Mr. McCue, that the American Consul

::s a%tacked in his office and another time knocked down on the

reet.

BLOCKADE RUNNING AND NEUROSURGERY
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Confederacy ifeline of trade with the AQFTt red materials on. However, there is no stimulus 1ike the chance for |
blishing a 117 5 f munitions and manufactu 9 profit in private enterprise to get new things on the drawing
were in sore need O ~tés§° often times from the tragedies of war come some of our

f the SCientific developments. At the start of the war, most
rge] Vessels -~ blockade runners as well as men of war -- were
"si{eprope11ed by sail.

The only advantage to the runner was
Wa:ce. A sailboat at night can still be quite sneaky, but
he sq coming in. The Admiral of the U. S. Navy comp1a1neq ‘
in aCPetary of the Navy: "How much the difficulty of main-
Stean, O 195€ blockade has been increased by the introduction
Sie € wooden sailing warships became ironclad with aux-
aM engines. The blockade runners, however, found the
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rofits of 2 successful trip so great that at most two trips, and | an interest a
through the blockade would pay for a vessel. In | willing to fazg 2h§??w1ed
:th cotton and tobacco brought such a not only of their cr.eenge
that she paid for herself and a sister coura?e than ours oxebxsngg the;r own -- perhaps a
as well a ' rs if o .
s those of our patients if 32 ;;X$§ 3§gended
ertake

In order to participate in these profits,
rapid changes in design and propulsion the procedures we
ego as well. do. These men probably had an insuff

ble period in history. It was
this blockade and the rich rewards that inspired the British to

build the first all steel boat, and to improve steam power and
design for speed. The successful formula for penetrating the men, some of whom had been at th manned by capab
e U. S. Nav apable

Union blockade was: "Speed, low visibility, darkness and the war. The C
courage." These little steamers were turned out 1n great numb blockade Punnerngsgegig{ also owned and oleagggdemy before
in Britain. Many built on the Clyde -- at first in wood, latel as a patriotic duty th;t]zﬁlly operated by COnfedZﬁxgga]

: ey ran the block captains

in metal -- they had long narrow graceful lines, 1ow profile i schedule, o :
they were of 1ight draft to @ ne making over 50 runs without a ?ggsa]m$;t g" 4
y e bravery

ainted gray to be less visible, of these m : A

gver the sandbars and with raked stacks that could be lowered; it is amaz?ggf;gatgng for their country is underst

at first sidewheelers and later propeller driven. The latter fighting for a ha dY‘ave some of the British ru standable, but
were quieter, no faster and built to 90 through -- not over = ndsome profit! nners were,

a heavy sea. These vessels, of course, were not armed. At €
end of the war, some of these vessels being built were stee
twin screw steamers that could do over 20 knots -- the fore-
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The Confederate Navy was small but mobile
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runners of the modern torpedo boat destroyers. To show the di It is difficult to record th
tains bec e names of s
ause many were officers of H'Mmasgv;fwﬁgewgr1t;sh cap-
’ angled Teaves

British shipowners were involved, only 5% flew the Confederat
flag. About half of the (unners ever got caught. 2 } from the Admiralty and sai
tured 295 steamers, 44 ships and 683 scooners. That is 1033 case of capture it w ]Sa11ed under assumed names ;
vessels, not counting those that were run aground or scgttl;y fowever, to tie thesou d not reflect on Her Majests? that in
avoid capture. These vesse]s.p1us the bravery and ability Of . societies meeting heﬁevintQFGSOme blockade runnersyiS neutrality.
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ommon to other
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ist).

ton, North Carolina long after other ports closed. This was

to the effectiveness of Fort Fisher which successfully gua a

the entrance to Cape Fear River until the fort fell in Janue Special mention

1865 under attack from overwhelming odd LF . Some deserve
. irst and for

A emos
Anira1 t of these naval heroes was Captain, later

Raphael Semm
Tenber, "D es, grandfather of
5 One-man Coﬁ%QQZﬁltEuﬁtace Semmes . Adm?g;]oggmggloved v
: ths ALABAMA, he gff?Zié]1§1§h Eis two commands :ﬂ: g&ﬂ??ék
essels. Fi o A, Fapt :
s. Finally, toward the endpogr:ﬂeo;ageszzgyggAg;MA

S shot oyt f
e rom im i
8Cled and taon under him in the English Channel. He was

We mentioned the times and the boats. Now -- THE MEN:

Perhaps we have wondered what the type of person who goes *
neurosurgery today would have done 2 few generations ago.
we are interested in the scientific, willing to face the s
and take the responsibility for meticulous 2 d

challenges,
:zngerous procedures and possessing %he confidence to 0 the tn Brtain wh
e most part, aggressive, dominant (at least domine ap onfeder n where he was ho
neurosurgeons -- gIlegggﬁfgggglg_lgg, They didn't have vrior both th:tgoﬁgages where he worked tosg:gdéheHe ;eturned
surgeons in those days so it s easy to maintain that the , Tp;iSOned for a gesr;tet:avy and Army. After th:nwagf ﬁhe
onths for "war crimes" i P
until

venturesome turned to the sea (although somewhat prejudiﬁ» eads released him

my avocation), and we have some evidence to
would-have-been neurosurgeons of yesteryear bec

Tay]
¢ J or, a i
van the clipper ships and became naval officers. @ Britig Englishman, was a conscientious and famous agent

Pitish shippi
ipping company. He started with one blockade
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few more hands, a i
B cachusetts, nd finally the Eastern Yacht Club, Bost
s ston,

runner out of Bermuda, turned in great profits, and finally had A
; resented her
at Annapolis to the Navy De
¢ partment for a
museum

several runners. personally, he made 28 round trips through the
blockade and kept a record of these exciting, hair-raising epi- =&
sodes. Although always unarmed, he was a clever operator. Once
when captured, he was able to get his captors inebriated and
saved his ship and cargo and turned his captors into captives of
the Confederacy. He probably has some descendents or relatives

practicing neurosurgery in Derby. Belfast or Dundee.

Now all the heroes weren't amongst the runn
ers.

on the blocka

officers was geiia"d strangely enough one of th There were those

Bin of Harvey gﬂ:ﬁ?ﬁnF w;lliam Cushing. He elmg:?,Prominent

many captures and had mgn; hggEEr, an indefatigable m;gvSﬁow;;da
- e

shore one ni breadth ;
night on Cape Fear with a hand?jfaggiﬁe:n? being a trip
in a rowboat

to capture a Confederat

. e General, G
yas away; but, not to be » General Hebert. T

5 e 1 empty-ha . The Gener
who was "protecting" the Geﬁeia]'gdsg%ehe‘returnEd with a Caglain

Lieutenant
do not show the handsome prof11zh3§°g;§522r°g tne
ushing in

uniform; but, lookin
5 g at an earlier pi
picture of the ne
urosurgeon,

to put him at the sam :
B Rere was in spirii.age’ there is a similarity in appearance

A most colorful British naval officer turned blockade runner wa
Captain Roberts (Augustus Charles Hobart-Hampden, a son of the
gth Earl of Buckinghamshire, (onetime captain of Queen Victoria
yacht, won the Victoria Cross in the Crimean War, captured a
Russian warship, etc.). He established a record in blockade
running and was never caught. (One night he ran up against a
blockading vessel, was told to stop or pe blasted out of the

water. He said: "Aye, aye, sir" and stopped. In the dark, he
could hear the boarding party coming to take her over; and, Ju
as they touched his boat, he whispered down the tube: "Full

ahead" and shot out of sight and finally made it in. Finally
the Turkish and Russian War, he assumed a Turkish name and bec
Chief Admiral of the Turkish Navy). He is included here becat
his assumed name was Roberts and who can tell whom he might
met on American soil between voyages. We have several Dr. R
in the U.S.A. who are neurosurgeons.
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Another Englishman, an engineer who played the game with skil
ingenuity, and courage, said of blockade running: "On the I
a rather enjoyable occupation, with something of the zest O
yacht racing -- a kind of exciting sport of the highest orde

Speaking of yacht racing, you may be interested to learn tha
the yacht, AMERICA, was a blockade runner. After winning ®
cup from the British in 1851, she was purchased by a wealth
British Army officer who won some more races with her. 3
passed through other owners. Finally, an Englishman, capta
Decie, bought her and cruised the West Indies, did somé b1a
running and then sold her to the Confederate Government 11
She did more blockade running and finally was driven ashol®
Florida and was scuttled to avoid capture. A few months 1a
Commander T. H. Stevens of the USS OTTAWA, undoubtedly relé
to designers of subsequent cup defenders, spotted her as ¥
AMERICA. She was salvaged, underwent extensive repairs: ;-
joined the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. On two 0C¥
her fine sailing qualities enabled her to overhaul and car
two Confederate vessels. After the war, she passed thr@ o
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PRESENTATION OF GAVEL

Now, Professor Logue, your secreta
jety of British Neurological Surgeons

pr. Patterson that the Socie

informal neurosurgica1 society 1n
i o at all. We were astounded and
abilia for thjs occasjon SO we

1 which we hope, despite your

have this gave
d to accept. This gavel may

will condescen
three reasons:

First, it is made of Bermuda cedar, in memory of this occasio

second, it was made by hand by a 1eading craftsman and neuros
geon, Dr. Bronson Rays and why Bronson Ray? -- He has won
“th his handicraft with furniture he has built and =
he had some Bermuda cedar. Because of the presence of His

the Consul General, we will not go into detail as to how thi
was procured.. 1t might even jeopardize further running of t

Bermuda race.

ox is made in part of 1ignum vi

Third, its b tae from a dead-€

a blockade runner which was recovered by 2 scuba diver after
one hundred years under water. The blockade runner was the
built in Glasgow in 18623 and, running from Bermuda to Wil

North Carolina on August 18 1863, she was driven ashore nf
miles north of Fort Fisher by none other than Lieutenant Lt
the Confederates befor

on the USS SHOHOKEN and destroyed by
could be floated by the Federal Navy. We have jncorporate
in recognition of our British and American ancestors invol

this exciting activity whos given the opportunity, cou
wise have been neurosurgeons.
-eye from the HEBE were

n Carolina Beach, North !
tes this excel

Many of these slides and the dead
from the Blockade Runner Museum i
through the kindness of Mr. Foard who opera

stitution.
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