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Robert B.

KING

This year we are honoring, with the Neurosurgeon Award, our President,

Doctor Robert B. King. Dr. King's activities in neurosurgery have been so
distinguished and rewarding that we felt it appropriate to honor him at this

time.
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Doctor King was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, the son of a scientific and
academic family. His father, Charles G. King, was co-discoverer of Vitamin C
and Professor of Chemistry at Columbia University.

He entered the University of Rochester Medical School and spent his post
graduate education at Barnes Hospital at Washington University, graduating
from Dr. Henry Schwartz's program in 1949. Following his residency he spent
ten months at the National Hospital in Queens Square, London and following
this returned to Washington University in the Division of Neurosurgery until
1957. He held a Markle Scholarship from 1951 to 1956.

In 1957 he went to Syracuse to establish the Neurosurgical Training Program
at the State University of New York, Upstate Medical Center.

Aside from his scientific accomplishments which include sixty-eight original
publications, membership in fifteen professional societies both in the United
States and abroad, Dr. King is a skilled and creative wood carver as well as a
musician. Dr. King and his family are active in the Dewitt Community Church
where, among other things, they have established and continue to work with
the Bell Choir.

He is active in sports and during high school and college was a championship
pole vaulter, gymnast and wrestler. He still enjoys tennis, skiing and manages
to ice skate regularly.

He has been honored with Presidency of the Society of Neurological
Surgeons. He has also been Secretary of The American Board of
Neurological Surgery as well as Chairman of that Board from 1978 to 1980. He
is President-Elect of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons.

Bob is married to Molly Gibbs King, the daughter of a physician and together
they have three daughters, Nancy, Susan and Kim. In spite of all his
professional obligations he is extremely family-oriented and has managed to
be Camp Physician at Camp Miniwanca, an American Youth Foundation
camp, for more than twenty years now.

His humanitarian interests have lead to two rotations with Project Hope
aboard the ship "Hope" in Brazil.

His keen and over-riding interest is academic neurosurgery, particularly on the
value of research within training programs. His keen analytical mind has
brought an orderly series of projects to fruition in each of the many positions of
responsibility which he has held. In particular, he was active in the changes

and the development of new standards for certification by the Board and
accreditation of training programs, a program started by his good friend, Dr.
Kemp Clark.

It is with great pleasure then, and with the realization that his distinguished
career and achievements are not only a thing of the past and present but very

much so of the future, that we take pleasure in honoring him at this time.

-3-



Dr. Robert B. King, left, wo honored yesterday by hli colleagues and
Us corral and former resldeaU, Including Dr. Emnra KJalcU of
Japan, yesterday at Upstate Medical Center.

Ex-pupils honor

Upstate's King
They came from at tar away as lial.

Japan yesterday la honor the man

who has bm described aa "(he fa
Ibcr of nrorosurgery In Syracuse."

And when they leave today they

will go away knowing they nave

madt Dr. Robert a King one of the

happiest men In the world
King, one of the pioneers of ihe

Department of Neurosurgery at Up
state Medical Center, was the center

of attraction at a seminar where be

was abls to hear papers being given

by the JO physicians he trained.

With the exception of one neuro-
surgeon from Lebanon who was un

able lo leave the country, all the men

who learned under his guidance at

tended the reunion In addition, the

man who trained him some JJ years

ago, Dr. Henry Schwartl from SI.
Louis. Mo., was also there, as were

King's father and his father-in-law.

Arrived tl Years Ago

King, whs by his own admission

was overwhelmed by the day. re

flected on his decisions to leave St
Louis il years ago and come to

Syracuse, which at the time did not

have any of the neurosurgery facili

ties II now does.

"1 wanted to tee what I could de
velop In an area where there were no

neurosurgeons," he explained

•When I came here I developed the

training program and had my first

resident In ItU "
For King, the medical center of

fered a 1st of opportunity. "1 knew

there was great promise and polen-

Neurosurgery was Ihe field in

which he wanted to grow and to see

growth. King explained be entered

Ihe specialty because of Ihe chal

lenges and because of the research

component "The technical and diag

nostic challenges and the research

were all Important and I wanted to

be able to combine them." he

explained.
■Mostanllenging-

King added he felt the people in the

hospital with Ihe kinds of problems

neurosurgeons deal with "are the

most challenging group of people In
terms of need." and that was also a

major attraction.

Under Ihe tutelage of Schwartz.

King learned how lo train physicians

Of King, Schwartl said, "He has done

a marvelous job and Syracuse Is

lucky lo have him "

At Ibe age of 35. King set out lo

find a place that could benefit from

his services

Eighty percent of those he has

Iramcd have done the same. King,

now it. explained that those men are

teaching to some degree in a medical

st-hool setting-

As the chairman of the neurosur

gery department at Upstate and o

professor. King says he still finds his
work as esciling as when he began

And as far as those he has worked
with who came to Syracuse this

weekend lo honor him:

"There's not a one I'm not as proud

as a peacock of"
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THE NEUROSURGEON AWARD WINNERS

Edwin B. Boldrey 1955

Georgia and John Green 1956

DeanEchols 1957

Arthur R. Elvidge 1958

John Raaf 1959

Rupert B. Raney 1960

R. Glen Spurling 1961

Hannibal Hamlin 1962

Frank H. Mayfield 1963

Francis Murphey 1964

The Ladies 1965

David L. Reeves 1966

Eben Alexander, Jr. 1967

Donald D. Matson 1968

Henry Schwartz 1969

Guy L Odom 1970

William F. Meacham 1971

Richard L. DeSaussure, Jr. 1972

James G. Galbraith 1973

Lyle A. French 1974

Charles G. Drake 1975

Robert Pudenz 1976

William Sweet 1977

Robert B.King 1978
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT-ELECT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

HISTORIAN

Robert B. King, M.D.

Eben Alexander Jr., M.D.

H.T. Ballantine, M.D.

Phanor L. Perot, Jr., M.D.

John T. Garner, M.D.

Edwin B. Boldrey, M.D.
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MEMBERS

Eben and Betty

ALEXANDER

We have been getting along well, our children are growing up, and during the

week at least we don't have anyone at home for the first time in 26 years,

though on weekends we can go up to almost any number. Every time we think

of selling our large old house we come up on a week end to see how much we
need it.

To my surprise, I became 65 years of age in September.

I have, of course, submitted my resignation as Chairman of the Section of
Neorological Surgery as is customary in academic institutions, and the
institution went through a long search for the appropriate person to head the

section. I am particularly proud that they selected Dave Kelly who is not only a
close friend but a person who all of us admire a great deal. I am particularly

proud of Dave since I had something to do with attracting him here and was

privileged to work with him all during his residency.

We are looking forward to a great future with Dave here and I will continue to
work actively as I am now until I am 70.

We continue to be active in a number of areas of research. We are a member
of the National Cancer Institute Brain Tumor Study Group, and we are
enthusiastic about that endeavor which keeps us busy.

In addition to this, we are active in our work in hydrocephalus, on the treatment

of head injuries, the use of pressure monitoring and of the subtemporal

decompression when indicated, the various measures for bringing down
intracranial pressure besides this, and the various measures for taking care of
individuals with spinal cord trauma.
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We are investigating pain and are working at various aspects of the

myelomeningocele/hydrocephalus problem of which we have well over 500

cases. We are fortunate to have excellent records and excellent personnel

who can recruit material for us.

In addition to this, North Carolina is a state in which one can almost always

follow up every patient since people are not quite so mobile as they seem to be

in other states, and follow up is therefore good.

We are looking forward to the next Academy meeting and to meeting all ourold

friends. We were sorry to have missed the Meeting in Germany, but it just was

not possible at that time.
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George S.

BAKER

I have been out of touch with all my friends in the Academy and have not

received "THE NEUROSURGEON" for a few years. I have moved to Arizona

as a permanent deal and spend my summers in Wyoming near Dubois. I play

golf in Arizona and fish for trout and ride horses in Wyoming in season. Please

say hello to Hunter and Bob Pudenz and if any of my good friends are coming

to Arizona, tell them to bring some golf clubs and join me at the Wigwam

Country Club for a few rounds.

The only neurosurgery that I have done in the ten years since I retired from the

staff at the Mayo Clinic has been some emergency consultations on head

injuries, subdural suspects and on-the-spot accidents that needed a doctor. I

hung up the scalpel in 1970 and got out the fly rods, guns and sporting

equipment that I could enjoy while I can still walk — and see. I will be 75 my

next birthday and I will do the streams and the golf courses with anyone at this

time.



Edwin and Helen

BOLDREY

We of the Academy had a particularly pleasant event occur a few weeks ago

when Howard and Dorothy Brown celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.

Dean Echols came up from New Orleans and probably will include some

comment about his trip in his own letter to THE NEUROSURGEON. Howard

and Dorothy both seemed to be in fine spirits for the occasion. Bart Brown, of

course, had been one of the arrangers of the affair, and of course Cone

Pevehouse was present likewise. The celebration was in delightful

surroundings east of the Berkeley hills and away from the summer fog in San

Francisco.

This last spring, Helen and I had the pleasure of attending a meeting of the

Rocky Mountain Neurosurgical Society at Grand Teton National Park —

courtesy of Gale and Marion Clark who had invited us to this meeting. I

mention this principally because it seems to me that the Grand Teton Lodge

might be a place to be considered for some future meeting of the Academy. It

could accommodate a meeting such as ours. It is in a magnificently beautiful

setting. The accommodations are of the traditional national park type but are

reasonable and comfortable. The Snake River should afford at least one

afternoon of unique pleasure, not likely to be repeated elsewhere in the United

States. I think that the officers of the Academy should at least give some

thought to this for some future meeting.

Speaking of Gale Clark, his birthday was recently celebrated in a unique

fashion. One of his colleagues arranged for a local wag to dress up in a gorilla

suit and to awaken him at 6:30 in the morning by playing "Anchors Away" on a

trumpet. Not many have had a gorilla herald the beginning of another year in

such a fashion. Gale had a picture of the gorilla but he will have to send this in

himself for the others to see.
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I have recently been interested in reviewing the current roster of The American

Board of Neurological Surgery. I notice that for the first time in many years now

there is no Canadian representative on the Board. It seems to be that we in the

Academy have an obligation to give serious consideration to the value of

having one of our colleagues from Canada sitting on the Board. Just how this

continuity will be worked out is not something for an individual to try to resolve,

but I do feel that the appropriately responsible members of the Academy

should assume responsibility to have discussion and some input to the

favorable resolution of this matter. I say "favorable" because I assume that

others will have the same feeling as I in this matter.

Helen and I are looking forward to seeing everyone in Memphis this fall.

Certainly, we will be having an exciting and interesting meeting.
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Barton A. and Martha

BROWN

On the professional front, we have added and subtracted from the Group. Dad

retired last Fall after rounding out an even fifty years of practice and we shall

certainly miss his advice and consultation. That reduced the number of

neurosurgeons in the Group to four, but we are augmenting our numbers with

the addition of Dr. Richard Cuneo, a neurologist. He will comprise with our

present neurologist, Don Palatucci, a formidable Italian team!

Ouryoungest surgeon, Bill White who trained with Russell Patterson, has now

been with us two years and is working out splendidly.

Cone Pevehouse, as you might expect, has multiple irons in the fire, the most

recent of which is an extended trip through the Western United States in a

motor home with his daughters. The most recent card was from Yellowstone

and indicated that gas was plentiful. He should have some good stories to tell

upon his return.

Martha and I enjoyed a delightful week in Mexico in February at the SUN Club

Meeting. It was split between Guadalajara and Puerta Vallerta and contrary to

the Academy meeting in Mexico City, I was able to enjoy this one from the

upright position!

Currently we are looking forward to a vacation in the Sierras and to a pack trip

in the High Country; particularly the latter since we were rained and snowed

out in our attempt last year.
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