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AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Executive Committee Meeting

Marriott Marquis Hotel,  Marriott Marquis Ballroom, Salon 4, Washington, DC
Sunday, May 3, 2015  11:00 am – 1:00 pm

AGENDA

ATTENDEES:	
Officers:	Praveen Mummaneni, MD, Chair & Neuro-Point Alliance, John Hurlbert. MD, Past Chair & Nominating Committee; Jack Knightly, MD, Chair Elect & Washington Committee Liaison; Marjorie Wang, MD, Secretary; Michael Wang, MD, Treasurer
Voting Members:	Zoher Ghogawala, MD, Annual Meeting Chair; Adam Kanter, MD, Scientiific Program Chair; Daniel Hoh, MD Exhibits Chair; John Ratliff, MD, Media Chair
Non-Voting Members:	Eric Potts, MD, Member at Large & CME Chair; Frank Lamarca, MD, Member at Large; Jean-Valery Coumans, MD, Member at Large & Website Committee; Langston Holly, MD, Ex-Officio
CMTE Chairs:	John Chi, MD, Research & Awards; Charles Sansur, MD, Vice Chair Payor Response; Brad Jacobs, MD, Rules/Regulations
Ad Hoc Committees:	Deborah Benzil, MD, AANS Board Liaison; Luis Tumialan, MD, CPT; Jake Gologorsky, MD, ASTM/FDA; Dan Sciubba, MD, Fellowship; Christopher Wolfla, MD, Nominating Committee & Future Sites; Sanjay Dhall, MD, Guidelines; Michael Rosner, MD, Intersociety Liaison; Christopher Shaffrey, MD, NREF; Paul Park, MD, Outcomes; Juan Uribe, MD, MOC/spinal deformity;  Lynda Yang, MD, Peripheral Nerve TF; Justin Smith, MD, Publications; Michele Johnson, MD, Public Relations; Michael Groff, MD, Strategic Planning; Laura Snyder, MD, YNC Committee; John O’Toole, MD, Media Vice Chair

Invited Guests:	James Rutka, MD, Journal of Neurosurgery; Nelson Oyesiku, MD, Neurosurgery; Robert Harbough, MD; Hunt Batjer, MD; Nathan Selden, MD
Absent:	
Excused:	Joseph Cheng, MD, Payor Response; Kurt Eichholz, MD, Membership; Aruna Ganju, MD, Membership Co-Chair; Dom Coric, MD, Education; Khoi Than, MD, YNC Committee
AGENDA TOPICS
	
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSANT

	1
	Call to Order – 
	Dr. Praveen Mummaneni

	2
	Approval of Minutes: Motion moved to approve by Dr.???, motion passed by attending members
	

	3
	Treasurer’s Report: report submitted
	Dr. Michael Wang

	4
	Standing Committee Reports:

A.  Annual Meeting Committee: report submitted

B.  Education Committee:  no report

C.  Nominating Committee:  report submitted

D.  Newsletter Committee:  report submitted

E.  Rules and Regulations Committee: report submitted 

F.  Research & Awards:  report submitted

G.  Payor Response Committee:
   1) Wellpoint response for cervical disc replacement. Provided 
        evidence to support coverage and access to care. They
        reported that there was no evidence to support more than
        one level. They also reported that there was no more than
        5 year follow-up data. We cited literature to support 2 level
        Replacements, and also cited literature for 7 year data.

   2)  Wellpoint response for sacro-iliac joint fusions. Discussion
        of recent clinic trial. Although only 6 month follow-up data
        was available, we commented on some promising points 
        on this 6 month data, and that for the appropriately worked
        up patient, a SI joint fusion should be accessible to our
        patients. We also stated that further follow-up on the 
        clinical trial would be useful, and this topic would need to 
        be readdressed when the time comes.

H.  Scientific Program Committee:
       - Global Challenges: Universal Solutions (theme for upcoming
          CNS meeting); no further updates
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	5.

	AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A.  ASTM/FDA Drug and Devices Committee:  planned attendance at May and fall ASTM meeting

B.  CME & Education:  

C.  CPT: report submitted

D.  Exhibits Committee: see conference call – report

E.  Fellowship Committee:  pending

F.  Future Sites Committee: see conference call - report

G.  Guidelines Committee: report submitted

H.  Membership Committee: (Dr. Marjorie Wang to discuss)
  - Orthopaedic Membership Drive
  - DO Membership Drive
  - Clarification of dues issues discussed at prior conference call  
     Waiver of past dues with attendance at annual meeting  
  - New member reception at Annual Meeting
  - New member ribbons
  - Two year no-pay list

I.  Maintenance of Certification (MOC) Committee:
     1. MOC textbook: should be available by mid to late May. 
         Spine section is completed.
     2. N2QOD: deformity module. Agenda for operational meeting
         Scheduled for Saturday, May 2 is appended.

J.  NeuroPoint Alliance (AANS)/N2QOD:

K.  NREF: 
      1. Authorization to transfer restricted assets - letter

L.  Outcomes Committee: see conference call - report

M. Peripheral Nerve Task Force: no updates

N. Public Relations: 
     - discussed future committee duties and responsibilities with
        Dr. Mummaneni
     - discussed past committee duties and responsibilities with
        Dr. Dhall
     - will be meeting with Dr. Potts and her own departmental IT
        Department about the DSPN social medial presence (twitter
        and Facebook)
     - will be combining efforts with the Washington committee on
        the social media presence

O.  Publications: report submitted

P.  Strategic Planning:

Q.  Washington Committee and COSS: 


R.  Website Committee: 


S.  Young Neurosurgeons Committee:  
      - next meeting not scheduled until after this meeting therefore
         nothing to add at this time
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	6
	Liaison Reports

A.  Intersociety Liaison:  
     1.  Another round of proposals reviewed for SRS Research
          Committee. Minimum submissions from the neurosurgery
          side. Significant funding available for worthy research
          proposals. Next round neurosurgery controls oversight and
          funding allocation. Please consider submitting proposals in
          need of financial support.
      2. Will be attending the Spine Summit on May 18th with 
          Katie Orrico on behalf of the Spine Section. We have 
           Podium time to present the Registry.	
 
B.  AANS Board Liaison/PDP: Div. 2 submission form May 2015

C. Spinal Deformity Training:
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	7
	New Business:
a) ARC Committee on Diagnostic Imaging/Interventional Radiology – new AANS representatives for expert panels


	Dr. Praveen Mummaneni

	8
	Discussions about top abstract submissions submitted to JNS and Neurosurgery following annual meeting – how many to each journal, length of time for reviews and final dispositions

	Dr. James Rutka &
Dr. Nelson Oyesiku

	9
	Other non-agenda items:
	

	
	Following completion of the agenda items, the meeting was adjourned by Dr. Mummaneni at   
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