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September 30, 2020 
 
 
Dear Fellow Academicians: 
 

Mark and Lori Hadley miss our Academy friends and colleagues and offer our 
prayers and optimism during these uncertain and difficult times.  We have become 
relative homebodies here in Birmingham, out and about rarely except for my work (I have 
been back at it, operating since May 1, 2020) and cautiously to the grocery store, 
other.  Lori spends about half her time at our beach home on 30-A on the gulf coast of 
Florida. She has been assisting and supporting her dear mother, Helen who lives in 
nearby Niceville, FL.  I have joined her at the beach for a 4-6 day stint each month.  No 
social pomp and circumstance, no travel; just like the rest of you. We'll get back to all that 
at some point, likely differently than we used to behave. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again at that time, hopefully sooner rather than later. 
 

We miss our children, now all young adults; Christopher is in Providence, RI, Jack 
is in Atlanta, GA (both working for major medical device companies), and Mollie, is a 
senior at Ole Miss in Oxford, MS.  All the Hadley's, including Mark and Lori, have 
remained healthy and well thus far. 
 

I continue to be active clinically and academically, albeit picking and choosing my 
work and work load a bit more than in the past.  As I look to retire in the next 4-5 years I 
am helping to develop and promote my junior colleagues, assisting Chairman Jim 
Markert recruit and fundraise and offer Emeritus support to our Residency Training 
Program Director, Curtis Rozzelle (21 residents in total).  I remain engaged with the 
Academy, the Senior Society and the CNS offering occasional senior membership advice 
and effort on a variety of initiatives upon request or assignment. 
 

We hope to see all of you soon in good health when the "new normalcy" becomes 
a reality. 
 
 
Mark and Lori Hadley 
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September 24th, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dr. McCutcheon 
 
 
 
RE:  Round Robbin Letter 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ian,  
 
No earth-shaking news from the Heros family this year. Like everybody else, we 
are very disappointed we will not be able to get together in person this year. 
Hopefully, that will happen next year. 
 
I continue to work full time as Chief Medical Officer at Jackson Health System. I 
still do some very simple surgical cases one day a week, and have clinic one day 
a week, but other than that my clinical practice is really winding down. 
Fortunately, I am in good health, despite considerable exposure to COVID early 
on when I did not realize how contagious and dangerous this virus is. I was 
making rounds frequently in the COVID units and the ICUs trying to set the 
example for my colleagues to “not be afraid of this damn virus”. However, as I 
saw more and more patients, many of them younger than me, agonizing in the 
ICU, I realized that this stuff was serious and now I am taking much better care 
of myself. 
 
Debbie continues to work full time as a Professor of Neurology and Neuro 
Oncology at UM, and she is doing well. Our older son Rob has a thriving practice 
in pain, mostly related to spine, as a Physiatrist in Portland. We have been more 
than a bit concerned about the recent fires which have come as close as fifteen 
miles from the farm where he lives, which is just outside Portland. But 
fortunately, so far, he and the family are okay. Our daughter Elsie continues to 
work full time as a nurse-midwife in Portland, Maine. Our youngest, Carlos, is in 
his first year of medical school but he is disappointed that his classes are all 

virtual. Nevertheless, the important thing is that he is moving along and fully 
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committed to a career in medicine, leaning towards Emergency Medicine. The 4 
grandkids are doing great, the oldest starting College (virtually!) in Vermont 

 
 
In brief, we are all well, and looking forward to seeing our fellow Academicians next 
year. Hopefully 2021 will be a blessed year undoing all the curses of 2020!  

 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
  
Roberto C. Heros, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Professor of Neurological Surgery 
Senior VP and CMO, JHS 

 
 
 RCH/JP                                                                                                       

                                                                                         



 

        
 
 
 
 
 
September 9, 2020 
 
Dear Fellow Academy Members, 
 
This past year has been unprecedented for all of us. The COVID-19 pandemic brought crises and 
extraordinary challenges. In addition to COVID-19, difficult social justice issues are at the forefront across 
our country. 
 
My department at the University of Florida has navigated 2020 as best as I could possibly imagine and I 
credit our world-class faculty, residents and fellows, and staff, of whom I am immensely proud.   
 
This year we hired five new faculty: Matthew Decker (Spine, Gainesville), Nohra Chalouhi 
(Cerebrovascular/Endovascular and Spine, Gainesville), Justin Hilliard (Functional, Gainesville), Patrick 
Han (Cerebrovascular/Endovascular and General, Daytona Beach), and Rohit Khanna (General, Daytona 
Beach). 
 
At the time of writing, I am extremely blessed that my family and I are healthy and safe. Melissa is 
extremely busy running our family and household. During the months of March-May, she taught on-line 
school for our children during the stay-at-home shutdown. Jacqueline (8 years old) is active in swimming, 
tennis, dance, singing, and just started the 3rd grade. Brandon (6 years old) is active in swimming, tennis, 
baseball, guitar and just started 1st grade. Vivienne (4 years old) started soccer and just started junior 
kindergarten. In my free time, I greatly enjoy golf but can’t seem to improve my score! 
 
We are close with my brother Dan and his family, wife Majken, and children Carter and Emilia, who live 
here in Gainesville. The cousins are great friends!  
 
My parents, after living 43 years in Omaha, Nebraska, moved to the Villages, Florida, about one hour south 
of us. My children adore their Momo and Papa. 
 
In all, I feel very blessed to have a wonderful family and a rewarding career. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian L. Hoh, MD, MBA, FACS, FAHA, FAANS 
James & Brigitte Marino Family Professor and Chair of Neurosurgery 
Lillian S. Wells Department of Neurosurgery at the University of Florida 
 

PO Box 100265 
Gainesville, FL 32610-0265 
Telephone:  (352) 273-9000 

Fax:  (352) 392-8413 

Lillian S. Wells Department of Neurological Surgery 
www.neurosurgery.ufl.edu 



As I think is true for most of you this has been an interesting year for the Jensen family. My wife 
Liz and I celebrated our 33nd  wedding anniversary in July. Our youngest daughter Madeline 
finished her junior year at the University of Utah with much of the classwork virtual. Our middle 
daughter Caitlin and her husband Dave moved to Boston and she started a Occupational 
Therapy program at Boston University. We were able to visit our son Peter, his husband Bobby 
and our granddaughter Harper in Chicago just before the pandemic began. We bought a flat 
near them in Old Town so we could visit more often but were unable to return because of 
COVID conditions until two weeks ago. Peter is still teaching high school English but this all 
being done virtually. Liz continues to do the limited number of triathlons available this year but  
just did a half-Iron man at Bear Lake, Utah. I did the Bear Lake triathlon with her, but at a much 
slower pace. We had to cancel all of our trips this year but did get a little skiing in at Snowbird 
and Jackson Hole before things were shut down. I finished my Masters of Health Profession 
Education at University of Illinois, Chicago after defending my thesis in August. I just got my 
right hip replaced with plans to do the other side later this year.  Liz continues to be in a private 
practice pathology group at a local community hospital. I continue to serve as Program Director 
for our residency program. This has been a pleasure working with the great faculty of the 
University of Utah and the amazing residents that we are fortunate to recruit to Salt Lake City. 



Douglas Kondziolka, MD, MSc, FRSC, FACS
Professor and Vice-Chairman of Neurosurgery
Professor of Radiation Oncology
Director, Center for Advanced Radiosurgery
at NYU Langone Medical Center

Round Robin Letter of the American Academy of Neurolo ical Surgery

Septe ber 16, 2020

i NYU Langone
MEDICAL CENTER

Ian McCutcheon, MD

Dear Fellow Academicians,

Well, three out of four Academy members in our department had it. Co id-19 that is. We all reco ered.

Susan had it in mid March - 9 days of fever, 2 weeks of quarantine in our apartment. It was an odd time.

Would the grocery stores still be stocked? This is when the word was out that advil could make it

worse . Of course, then Tylenol was off the shelf. I found a generic acetaminophen for  arthritis" {no

one 1 guess knew to buy that version) at 650 mg a tablet. So she took that. Lost her sense of smell and

then it later recovered. Then two days after she emerged fro  quarantine, I had a temperature of 103.

Aches lasted about 5 days. Here in Manhattan, you could hear an ambulance about every 10-15

minutes. What a dire sound of impending doom. Then by May it was clear - ambulance sirens became a

less frequent part of the background noise. We got our antibodies tested and they were high. So we
went to Florida. And had "antibody dinner parties" with friends similarly affected.

What a year since our wonderful meeting in Rome. Work in New York was quite a place this Spring,

initially walking the 30 minutes in the dark to the hospital as taxi transportation was uncommon. Mask

and glo es. Much of our own faculty were "redeployed". Clinical volume dropped to half in my own

practice, and of course our hospital was fully com itted to covid care. We cancelled the ABNS Spring

oral exams. Our 30   anni ersary trip to Italy this May?- well, for another time.

Being dual citizens of Canada and the United States allowed us to cross the border, with mandatory 2

week quarantines in Canada. Both our sons spent a month working remotely at our lake cottage in

Ontario. A real blessing. Susan got home yesterday after three months there.

Virtual meetings. Have we had it with these yet? Perhaps partly. Sadly, our meeting this year for

President Sean Grady is virtual but we still received many abstracts! Hopefully, we will ha e Pebble

Beach next year. We need acade ic and personal interaction. A virtual meeting is fine for a few hours

and then it feels like we need to go have a nice dinner. We can only text behind the scenes so much.

Certainly this year has made us truly question what is important to us. At every level. What do we want

to achieve in our career? What are our own priorities? Certainly, one of the wonderful benefits of an

academic career is the ability to travel and interact with our colleagues at wonderful  enues. We need

to get back to that. Until that time, we need our colleagues and friends even more.

On a note of more regular news, Linda Liau and I finished our six year terms as ABNS Directors, and now

I am pri ileged to move on to the RRC. The daily work at the Journal of Neurosurgery along Editor-in-

Department of Neurosurgery
530 First Avenue, Suite 8R, New York, NY 10016* tel 646,501.2360 • fa  212.263.8664   douglas.kondziolka@nyumc.org



chief Jim Rutka, still ensures that good reading material arrives daily. Indeed the number of journal

submissions went way up this Spring, as neurosurgeons, and most everyone else, had more time to

write. Even my version of this letter got longer. Not Pat Kelly long - but longer.

We hope to see you soon,

Doug and Susan Kondziolka
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PROFESSOR OF NEUROSURGERY 
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Boston, Massachusetts 

September 17, 2020 

 

Dear Ian, 

Thank you so much for keeping the tradition of the Round Robin alive and well.  The 

memories of the last year’s academy meeting in Rome remain vibrant, and the need to do 

everything “virtually “surely changes so many current opportunities. 

Sad at losing the AANS meeting in Boston, we are managing quite well despite the pandemic. 

Our department is thriving under Nino’s leadership, and yet another effort to join the Brigham 

and Mass General more effectively. 

Peggy and I, like all of us, have not been able to travel much.  We were disappointed in having 

to cancel a family trip to Norway, and a more academic trip to Hawaii.  The children are 

flourishing and adapting to all the changes that they need to face.  Grandson Jack Kilgallon had 

a virtual graduation from Princeton as a History of Science major, and now is in a gap year 

prior to applying to medical school.  He is working here in Boston, which is fine for us.  The 

rest of the family is doing well, and we are looking forward to a get-together over 

Thanksgiving. 

 

All best wishes to our Academy colleagues.  

 

Sincerely, 

Peggy and Ed Laws 

 



Elad Levy Family Round Robin Letter 2020 
 
It seems so odd to be writing this annual family update letter in the midst of a 
pandemic.  Nothing is really “normal”.  Thankfully, we have football on Sunday to 
make us feel a bit like things aren’t completely upside down in the world beyond our 
doorstep here in the suburbs of Buffalo, New York.  I believe I can speak for most all 
of us, as we have universally gone through waves of fear, shock, concern, anxiety 
and dread with this global health crisis.  It seems like Superperson (Super”man” 
doesn’t seem appropriate anymore) should be swooping in at any moment and save 
the day, but so far that has not happened.  We have had to be aware and responsible, 
doing our best each day to keep our family, our neighbors and ourselves safe.   
 
As an over-scheduled, maxed out health professional at the top of his game, the early 
stay at home time with only essential surgeries being done gave Elad a short 
breather that he desperately needed, if he knew he needed it or not.  I spent too 
much time online trying to find toilet paper and bleach wipes, and wiping down 
groceries in the garage before bringing them into the house.  Elad and I have 
discovered we enjoy walking (fast) together, to get some air and talk while waving 
to neighbors we encounter from a safe distance.  We realized how blessed we were 
to have our two college kids, Bennett and Hannon, home with us in the spring for a 
few months while their schools switched to remote learning.  With Lauren in the last 
few years of high school, having all five of us under one roof was a true gift, even 
though the situation that brought this about was far from ideal.  Ben graduated from 
George Washington University in May in our backyard and went off to start medical 
school at GWU this fall with one class on campus and the rest remote.  Our 
sophomore Hannon went to the outer banks of North Carolina to spend time 
distance learning with the roommates he was supposed to bunk with on campus at 
GWU.  The lucky dog’s roommate’s grandparents lent them their vacation home.  
Lauren began her junior year of high school back in a fantastic private girls school 
here in Buffalo that made major changes to create the safest environment possible.   
All are thriving, and I’m aware that getting away from mom and dad a bit was 
important to this process.   
 
We continue finding our way each day a little more grateful than the year before, 
thankful for our health, our family and friends who we yearn to spend time with 
again, and for our community and especially our country – may we all come 
together in peace.  Wishing you all good health, positivity, and hope every day.   
 
Cindy, Elad, Bennett, Hannon and Lauren Levy 



______________________________________________________________________ 
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September 9, 2020 

 
Dear Academy Colleagues: 
 
What a strange year it has been with the COVID Pandemic, in varied ways.  
 
Like everybody else, we had major adjustments in our clinical care as well as academic deliverables which has been a challenge to 
navigate as a Department Head of a group consisting of three disciplines (Neurology, Neurosurgery and Physiatry) of approximately 
120 faculty members. What has amazed me is the incredible collegiality that has brought the members even closer despite times of 
anxiety and capacity challenges in our health care system. We have been very fortunate in Canada broadly and Alberta (in Calgary) 
specifically in that the excess capacity in our hospital system that was created never needed to be realized. On the whole using  hybrid 
models of clinics with many phone and video chat meetings, we were able to continue to deliver safe and effective clinical care. Our 
wait times in surgery did increase for a little while but now we are currently able to meet all the wait-listed patients and postponed 
patients easily as the pandemic numbers have decreased in the last couple of months.  Importantly, all members of the health care team 
have stayed well. 
 
On the research and scholarly side, we had to curtail all activities unless it was designated as emergency designated activity, with only  
minimal decrease in some aspects of academic productive activity. Again the faculty were extremely flexible in getting their trainees 
and themselves to focus on doing more data analysis, bioinformatic projects which could be done from off-site areas and computer based 
activities with an ongoing sustained amount of academic and scholarly activity as a result. As we ramp up to do our teaching and our 
research activities with safe precautions, I am thrilled to see how the teams have acted in a very cohesive and professional manner.  
 
At a personal level of course we were also impacted. The major impact was on a planned wedding for our daughter, which was supposed 
to be a destination event in the Mayan Riviera later this year, but which is now postponed indefinitely. Instead, we had a smaller 
immediate family only small wedding at a local venue.  
 
I don’t miss the travel but do miss meeting my many colleagues from across North America. 
 
All in all, we have done really well considering the circumstances. This has been a great time of stress and challenge for everybody 
involved and I look forward to hearing from others as to their experiences. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Rajiv Midha, MSc, MD, FRCSC, FAANS, FCAHS 
Neurosurgeon, Professor and Head,  
Department of Clinical Neurosciences 
Calgary Zone, Alberta Health Services 
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary 



 
Dear Fellow Academicians,  
 
It’s been over two years since Laura and I have moved back to the northeast, and as I say, “If you marry 
a Jersey Girl, she’ll make sure you come back.” We’re delighted to be in the area again, so close to family 
and friends. 
 
RWJBarnabas Health is the largest healthcare system throughout the state of New Jersey, comprising of 
11 hospitals, and the Rutgers affiliated, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School in New Brunswick and 
New Jersey Medical School in Newark. As my Dean likes to call it, one medical school on the Passaic 
River, and the other one on the Raritan River.  We’re pleased that we’ve been able to integrate both 
medical schools into this system and are appreciative of the change and unity. 
 
Last year, the Residency Review Committee and the ACGME approved the absorption of the D.O. 
program from St. Barnabas Medical Center, bringing us to nineteen total residents, with a 
robust plan going forward. 
 
Easily the most important recruitment was the hiring of Dr. Detlev Boison, Vice Chair of Research and 
Training, who is the Emperor of Adenosine!  Dr. Boison has two R01s and is heading our research 
efforts.  We have since hired three additional scientists and will soon have six R01s in the department.   
 
We’ve also started the Neurosurgery H.O.P.E Center, Health, Outcomes, Policy and Economics, and have 
hired a full-time epidemiologist and a junior statistician.  In addition, we have hired nine additional 
faculty members, as well as endovascular and pediatric tumor surgeons. The department also features a 
robust Visiting Professor program.  
 
The pièce de résistance was our Global Neurosurgery: Ask Not for Whom the Bell Tolls symposium, 
which took place over the course of three days on September 10th, 11th and 12th 2020. We had over 
1,000 registrants sign up for the event, with 160 speakers from 34 countries. Our meeting was broadcast 
in live translation to several hundred people in China and had a combined total of 11,300 Facebook live 
views, reaching almost 41,000 people across 44 countries around the globe. Our first Peter W. Carmel 
oration was held, and we had Professor Sir Michael Marmot give a talk on “Social justice, health equity 
and Covid-19.” The meeting was entirely virtual, as this seems to be the way we’ll be going for now, in 
the post-Covid era.   
 
We look forward to meeting again next year in California, hopefully in person and not virtually.  Please 
stay safe, and if you’re in the northeast, we can arrange for a socially distanced dinner! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anil Nanda, MD, MPH, FACS 
Professor and Chair, Department of Neurosurgery 
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School & Robert Wood Johnson Medical School 
Peter W. Carmel M.D. Endowed Chair of Neurological Surgery 
Senior Vice President of Neurosurgical Services, RWJBarnabas Health 
p. 973-972-3444 
f. 973-972-8122 
ananda.27@rutgers.edu 

mailto:ananda.27@rutgers.edu


 



Round Robin Letter of the American Academy of Neurological Surgery 
 
September 21, 2020 
 
 
Dear Fellow Academicians, 
 
What a year it has been for all of us. Seems that it was only yesterday when we were all 
together in Rome sharing neurosurgical science and Italian culture with our international 
colleagues.  
 
COVID-19 hit us all very hard and NYC was brought to its knees very early on. I must mention 
that during our “darkest hour”, several of you reached out from across the country and offered 
to volunteer on our front line. This display was profoundly moving and speaks to the strength 
and camaraderie in our group as well as to the unique character of our members. I managed to 
work through the entire crisis. Even with elective cases on hold, there was plenty of emergency 
cerebrovascular work to be done and sadly COVID strokes in very young people. 
 
On a more personal note, our triplets had their freshman year at university (three different 
ones) cut short and all returned home for zoom based courses to complete the semester. Living 
at home again when you are supposed to be stretching your wings can’t be easy. Our eldest 
daughter, in graduate school in London, was locked down under heavy travel restrictions and 
weathered the worst of the storm from across the Atlantic.  Our youngest, finished out 7th 
grade online, was glad no longer to be an only child with all her sisters back at home. The older 
girls were great in including her in whatever activities they were able to do with all the social 
restrictions in place.  
 
One of the most profound lessons of all of this is how much we need each other. We were all 
starved for human interaction and stimulation. Fortunately, with Doug and Susan Kondziolka, 
and John and Stephanie Golfinos around we were able to maintain some basic human 
interaction. The Ks organized a weekly zoom happy hour on Friday nights and when it became 
safer we switched to outdoor dining on our screened-in porch. Michael and Susan Lawton 
moved one of their daughters into the city and after a quarantine period the two families were 
able to spend a lovely week together at the beach.  
 
I am constantly restored by the countless selfless acts that I see all around me. This past year 
has been one of challenge, yet we have been able to hang on and come through tried but 
stronger. Anne and I very much look forward to the next time we are all together. 
 
 
Howard and Anne Riina 



 

September 9, 2020 

 

Fellow Academician, what a time for all of us this has been – for Susan and me probably no different 
from any of you, except for my not being in the operating room in any capacity since the beginning of 
year.  We got back from our annual Hawaii vacation in early March to meet the pandemic head-on.  
Susan had to cancel a long planned trip to Viet Nam and Cambodia, and we became almost immediately 
exiled to our summer home In Mattapoisett, Massachusetts, about one hour south of Boston.  Now of 
course it is zoom patients and conferences for “work,” but otherwise gardening, exercise, cooking, 
streaming movies (we alternate each night’s choice), and a little jazz piano thrown in.  I have been into 
the hospital a handful of times to see live patients, and the doors-closed, darkened atmosphere of the 
academic offices is disquieting and more than a little depressing.  The neurosurgical operating volume 
has been very high at Children’s after an April slow-down, and it has helped being in a tertiary-care 
pediatric facility which never had much of a covid case bump – so the academic and case conferences 
remain fascinating and a constant source of surprise even for this “50-year” guy.  I have seven wonderful 
colleagues in the department, Lissa Baird having joined us in January after a number of years with Kim 
Burchiel and Nate Selden at Oregon HSU.  She is a great person and a superb surgeon. 

Susan and I long for a non-socially distanced meal in a good restaurant,  visits to museums, a night at the 
theater or opera, and a chance to see and hug old friends.  Maybe next year! 

 

R. Michael Scott, M.D. 



Jeffrey Wisoff Round Robin letter 

 

It is definitely been a year of catastrophic lows and occasional gratifying highs.  It is hard to believe that 
6 months have passed since New York City went into a lockdown.  Within 10 days my pediatric 
neurosurgery practice and surgery went from full steam to a sudden halt.  As a greater than 65-year-old 
I was relegated to telemedicine for the next 8 weeks; for a specialty that is by its very nature "hands-on" 
it was a difficult adjustment to suddenly provide diagnosis and counseling over video screen.  
Fortunately the vast majority of patients that I saw either were nonsurgical or could be safely postponed 
for 2 months.   

 

My 2 younger colleagues shouldered the burden of the occasional acute neurosurgical problem.  Our 
pediatric intensive care unit became a Covid intensive care unit for young adults; at one point nearly 
80% of the hospital beds and 100% of the ICU beds were filled with Covid patients.  It was surreal 
particularly when we now have just a handful of Covid patients in house.  As quick as our service 
collapsed, it rapidly rebounded at the end of May with a near normal volume of surgery and outpatient 
consultations (although about a third remain as telemedicine). 

 

As we isolated, our 2 adult daughters, both educators, joined us after they had voluntarily quarantined 
for 2 weeks and were working remotely.  Interestingly although neither of them were symptomatic, our 
older daughter ultimately was antibody positive and in retrospect had a mild viral syndrome at the 
beginning of March which was probably Covid.  It is fascinating experience to suddenly be with your 
adult children 24/7 for weeks on end.  It turned out to be a remarkably positive. 

 

I looked back at the first half of the past year with wistful remembrances of personal and professional 
highlights: I delivered an invited talk on philosophy and pediatric neurosurgery to the International 
Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery in Birmingham England last October followed by opportunities to be 
faculty at postgraduate courses in Liverpool England, Lyons France, and Cairo Egypt.  As a family we 
traveled to Morocco followed by travels through southern Spain, tracking the Moorish influence from a 
millennia ago. 

 

With hope for the future and gratitude for our health we look forward to the opportunity to see 
everyone again in person and to resume our travels 

 

Jeff 

 

Jeffrey H. Wisoff, M.D. 
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