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AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Telephone Conference 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 4:30 pm PST

AGENDA
ATTENDEES:
Praveen Mummaneni, MD, Chair; Jack Knightly, MD, Chair Elect; Michael Wang, MD, Treasurer;  Zoher Ghogawala, MD; Daniel Hoh, MD; John Ratcliff, MD; John Hurlbert, MD; Adam Kanter, MD; Sydney Manola, CNS;Deanne Starr, CNS; April Martin, CNS; Karen Frait, CNS
Agenda Items: 
1.  Invited Guest from Korea:

-  Dr. Youn-Kwan Park, president of the Korean Neurospinal Society will be invited as a Faculty member in addition to the invited guest country of India.  Discussion related to the traditional DSPN funding of $1000 for invited faculty for use to offset their expenses will be relayed to Dr. Park.  Should he accept, space will be made to fit him into the Master’s Disasters Section of the conference.  Program will not be changed unless he accepts.
2.    DSPN meeting honoraria to guests, officers, and NSI registration/travel/hotel:   

· Dr. Mummaneni had approached Medtronic with respect to funding for invited guests and at the present time they are only able to provide funds for residents or fellows.  Currently, the DSPN will be required to provide funds to 28 invited attendees (2 from Brazil, 26 from India) and if Dr. Park chooses to attend, this will bring the total to 29.  
· In addition, the honored guests and Meritorious award recipients will be funded for three days of hotel accommodation, air travel (economy fare), and meals in line with the standard DSPN rules.  These individuals will cover their own expenses then submit to DSPN for reimbursement.  
-  Currently, the pre-registration and hotel for SPC chair, secretary, and chair elect has       been covered.  It was moved to continue this policy for the upcoming annual meeting but discuss a change in this policy to the section reimbursement section at the next meeting.   
3.  Exhibitor Funding of 2016 Meeting: (Dr. Dan Hoh)
   -  Reported that of the $720,000 budget, $616,000 in company sponsorship has been committed which is about 85% of the required budget.  Companies still yet to commit include Biomet who have this on their agenda for their upcoming Dec. 14 meeting.  Dr. Hoh reported Globus funding is completed but Spine Craft and Stryker have expressed an interest for possible additional grant packages.  Drs. Mummaneni and Hoh will be in touch with Spine Craft to discuss possible research support. 

Action:  Members were encouraged to reach out to contacts at Biomet, Stryker and Spine Craft to encourage funding ($50,000 from Biomet) commitments which might require site visits by the EC members to help facilitate.   

It was queried what could be offered in the meeting program to promote funding by Stryker and Spine Craft.  Members were advised that Medtronics is sponsoring the Meritorius Award and Depuy is sponsoring the Resident Dinner.  The possibility of  sponsoring a CME pre-meeting course was suggested (i.e. Medtronic may be asked to sponsor the pre-meeting course for international speakers).  Nuvasive is thought to be sponsoring the Solis course – Drs. Michelle Johnson and Juan Uribe will be asked to confirm this commitment with Nuvasive.  
At this point the CNS attendees logged off.

4.  NREF funding plan 
– Dr. Mike Wang reported that after significant review of current spine funds held by NREF in 
the amount of $500,000-$600,000 currently unallocated, there is now a mechanism that 
has been created to ensure these funds remain within the spine section control.   Using 
the Honor your Mentor trusts currently in place, it is proposed that the unallocated 
funds be split between the Dunsker, Kuntz, Haid, Sonntag, and Larson funds equally 
thereby ensuring control on fund management.  Discussions with respect to fund 
management and ongoing “good will” contributions to NREF ensued and following 
clarifications, a motion was passed to move the unallocated funds into the five major 
ongoing Honor Your Mentor trust funds.  A vote was taken and there were none 
opposed. 
Conference call closed at 4:05 PM - PST

