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Minutes for Spine Section Executive Committee Meeting 
March 11, 2009 
Phoenix,AZ 
 
Members Present: Michael Groff, Paul Matz, Tanvir Chourdri, Michael Wang, Langston 
Holley, Joe Cheng, San Sciubba, Ziya Gokaslan, Allen Maniker, Marjorie 
Wang, Chris Shaffrey, Dan Resnick, Praveen Mummaneni, Pat Johnson, Chris Wolfla, 
Ehud Mendel, Kurt Eickholz, Mike Steinmetz, Greg Trost, , Charlie Kuntz, Zoher 
Ghogawala, Robert Heary, Mark McLaughlin, John Hurlburt, Eric Potts. 
 
Guests:  Katie Orrico, Laurie Behncke, Jim Bean 
 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Resnick at 8:00AM 
 
1. Secretary’s report   M. Groff 

a. Update of email list and contact info 
b. Review and approval of minutes 
c. Review EC grid 

2. Treasurer’s Report   C. Wolfla 
a. Review and approve budget 

The financial health of the section is robust.  The implications of the recent economic 
downturn were mitigated by the fortuitous rebalancing of our portfolio that was 
implemented to facilitate the ongoing support of the research awards administered by the 
section.  Cash on hand is adequate to support out projected annual budget 
3. Committee Reports  

a. Annual Meeting    C. Kuntz/ P. Matz 
Pre meeting registration is at an all time high.  There was discussion about requiring 
written abstracts in the future as a requirement for certain podium presentations. 

b.  CPT      J. Cheng 
See attached 
Jim Bean neurosurgeons have a responsibility to set standards.  As a section we want to 
define a standard so that it is well defined which procedures we will endorse as a section.  
Perhaps 2 year follow-up should be a requirement. 
Motion To create a committee before the AANS meeting on Payer policy responses made 
by Dr. Shaffrey and seconded by Dr. Wolfla.  Affirmed by vote. 

c. Exhibits     P. Mummanneni 
d. Future sites     I. Kalfas/P Mummaneni 

2010 Rosen Shngle Creek, 2011 March 9 -12 Las Vegas Hilton, 2012 March 7 - 10 
Orlando Walt Disney Swan and Dolphin Resort.  Discussion about staying at Dessert 
Ridge given change in economy.  2013 West.  2014 Swann and Dolphin.  Reviewed 
member survey.   
Motion to continue alternating the location of the meeting from East to West on alternate 
years was made by Dr. Resnick Second Dr. Groff. Vote Passed. 
A motion to  explore alternative meeting sites with Web feedback from membership was 
made by Dr. Resnick and seconded by Dr. Matz.  The motion passed. 

 

e. World Spine     E. Benzel 
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No report. 
f. Research and Awards    P. Gerszten 

A motion was made by Dr. Maniker that the Klien Award will be administered 
with input from the peripheral nerve task force.  It was seconded by Dr. Groff and 
passed. 
A motion was made by Dr. Mumanini that the International fellowship will be 
associated with an additional $2500 travel stipend to attend the annual meeting.  
A second was made by Dr. Wolfla and it passed. 

g. Education     Mike Wang 
Discussion emphasized the importance of disclosure of any potential industry conflicts in our 

educational offerings. 
h. Guidelines     M. Kaiser 

Cervical Spondylitic Myelopathy guidelines have been accepted for publication in 
JNS: Spine in August 09.  Dr. Matz’s supurlative leadership was acknowledged. 
Tim Rykin reported on  the metastatic guideline effort.  Drafts have been written 
and further work is in progress. 
The thoracolumbar trauma guidelines have been outlined and a first meeting is 
planned for this summer.  Dr. Kaiser is organizing this effort. 
The Lumbar fusion guidelines require update.  This will be done with direction 
from Dr. Resnick. 
Cervical trauma guidelines update.  Will include representation from the trauma 
section. 

i.  Outcomes     Z. Ghogawala 

Eight clinical trial proposals.  Blinded review.  
Motion by Dr. Resnick that Dr. Ghogawala will identify topics to add to 
Neurosurgery list for IOM.  Create ad hoc group Dr. Mumanni to be a member. 
Discussion of funding for comparative effectiveness research priorities. 

j. Peripheral nerve TF    A. Maniker 
Hans Peter Rickter for the Klien Lecture.  Discussion as to difficulty 
administering a lecturship at the AANS.  Should the lecture be moved to the 
section meeting.  Consensus is that it makes sense for the membership to keep the 
meeting at the AANS meeting.  It was clarified that $7000 is to cover all expenses 
associated with the speaker.  

k. Publications     L. Holly 
Relationship with JNS for publication of meeting content was discussed. 
Motion was made by Dr. Resnick that Drs. Holly, Mummaneni, and Shaffery, will 
implement the program.    They will also track down the policy for speakers that 
do not show up. 

l. Public Relations    M. Steinmetz 
See attached 

m. Membership     Marg. Wang 
Four Orthopedic surgeons have registered for the meeting. 
Motion was made by Dr. Wang to waive registration fee for all medical students.  
It was seconded by Dr. Groff and affirmed by vote. 
Drs. McLaughlin and Mumannnie were tasked with evaluating alternatives to 
charging resident registration.  

n. Washington Committee   R. Heary 
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IOM comparative effectiveness research in concert with the Ad Hock committed of Dr. 
Ghogawala was discussed. 

 
o. Fellowships     P. Mummanini 

Senior Society is evaluating CAST applications.  See attached. 
p. Web Site     J. Chang 

Will continue with residual $12000 budget. 
q. CME      E. Mendel 
r. Nominating Committee   J. Alexander 
s. Rules and Regs    T. Choudhri 
t. Newsletter     M. Steinmetz/ J. Cheng 
u. ASTM      G. Trost 
v.  NREF      Z. Gokoslan/E. Woodard 

Section needs to encourage spine applications for funding to NREF 
w. AANS PDP     K. Foley/ P. Johnson 
x. Young Neurosurgeons comm.  E. Potts 
y. FDA drugs and devices   J. Alexander 
z. FDA Disability    G. Trost 
aa. Inter-Society Liaison    M. Rosner 

 
  
4.  New Business 

a) Meeting invitations to CNS and AANS Presidents 
Motion by Dr. Wolfla was seconded by Dr. Resnick that Presedents of the CNS 
and AANS need to be invited to exec committee meeting.  Expense for 
Registration room and board, travel should be provided.  This will promote 
communication and coordination of efforts. 
b) Outcomes Registry – Attempt to coordinate all registries so that 

Neurosurgeons only have to do it once.  Needs a business model so that it is 
self sustaining.  Neuropoint alliance is the company coordinating this.  Section 
will help develop modules focused on information we are interested in 
tracking.   

c) Section Lectureships at AANS annual meeting – was discussed in Peripheral 
Nerve Task Force above. 

d) Inter-society liason position will be created and staffed by Dr. Heary.  Dr. 
Ondra has some suggestions on initiatives. 

e) Fellowship match coordination with NASS.  This is difficult if we do not 
know the fellowship criteria that NASS is using. 

f) Stipend for award winners.  Discussed above. 
g) NQF – National Quality Forum.  Focused on spine surgery for over use.  NPP 

– reduction of MRI scans and spine surgery 50% 
5. Old Business 

a) Membership dues structure 
b) Spine Section Meeting Management 
c) Future sites – site survey 
d) History Project 
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e) Endowment fund 
f) Job description for Business Administrator – less of a need for this now. 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Michael W. Groff, Secretary. 



• 

• 

• 



Position 2008-2009 2009-2010

Chair D. Resnick C. Shaffrey

Chair Elect C. Shaffrey Z. Gokaslan

Immediate Past Chair J. Alexander D. Resnick

Secretary M. Groff M. Groff

Treasurer C. Wolfla J. Hurbert

Members at Large G.Trost C.Wolfla

M. McLaughlin M. McLaughlin

E. Zager E. Zager

Ex-Officio Members J. Hurlbert C. Kuntz

J. Knightly F. LeMarca

D. Okonkwo

Annual Meeting Chair C. Kuntz P. Matz

Scientific Program Chair P. Matz P. Mummaneni

Exhibit Chair P. Mummaneni B. Subach

Future Sites I. Kalfas I. Kalfas

E. Woodard

P. Mummaneni B. Subach

Education Committee Chair Mike Wang Mike Wang

CME Representative E. Mendel D. Fournay

Newsletter M. Steinmetz M. Steinmetz

K. Eichholz K. Eichholz

Rules and Regulations Chair T. Choudhri T. Choudhri

Nominating Committee Chair J. Alexander D. Resnick

Research and Awards Committee Chair P. Gerszten Marg Wang

Research and Awards Committee Members P. Gerszten

Adam Kanter

Publications Committee Chair L. Holly L. Holly

Web Site Committee Chair J. Cheng  Eric Potts

J. Cheng

Guidelines Committee Chair M. Kaiser M. Kaiser

Membership Committee Marg Wang Pete Angevine

Outcomes Committee Chair Z. Ghogawala Z. Ghogawala

CPT Committee J. Cheng Jack Knightly

Peripheral Nerve Task Force Chair A. Maniker A. Maniker

Washington Committee R. Heary R. Heary

FDA drugs and devices J. Alexander J. Alexander

Section Rep., P.A.C. Z. Gokaslan Z. Gokaslan

Public Relations M. Steinmetz M. Steinmetz

Fellowship P. Mummaneni G. Trost

NREF Advisory Board Z. Gokaslan Z. Gokaslan

E. Woodard E. Woodard

AANS PDP Representative P. Johnson P. Johnson

K. Foley K. Foley

Young Neurosurgeons Representative E. Potts E. Potts

D. Sciubba D. Sciubba

AMA Impairment G. Trost G. Trost

ASTM G. Trost J Coumans

Inter-Society Liason M. Rosner M. Rosner

Ad hoc Committee for Policy/Procedure for Payer Policy Responses J. Cheng

J. Knightly

Z. Ghogawala

G. Trost

D. Resnick

Ad hoc Committee for NeuroPoint Alliance Modules P. Matz

J. Smith

Than Brooks

D. Scuibba
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Proprietary Information 
 
 
The information in this proposal is confidential in nature, is the exclusive property of the 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons, and may only be used by the Section on Disorders of 
the Spine and Peripheral Nerves for the sole purpose of evaluating and accepting this 
proposal.  Copying, reproducing, disclosing, distributing, or otherwise using this 
information without the CNS’ prior written consent is strictly prohibited. 
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I. Executive Summary 
 
 

At its 2006 Annual Meeting, the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral 
Nerves of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons and Congress of 
Neurological Surgeons Executive Committee agreed to invite organizations to 
participate in its Request for Proposal for Meeting Management Services. 
 
In March 2006, the Congress of Neurological Surgeons was invited to submit a 
proposal for Meeting Management Services for the 2007, 2008 and 2009 Annual 
Meetings of the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves of the 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons and the CNS and was honored to 
have its proposal accepted. 

 
After three successful years, the CNS is excited to resubmit a proposal for 
continuation of meeting management services for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012.  
The CNS is prepared to be responsible for continued planning, organizing, and 
implementation of all aspects of these Annual Meetings and strives to meet and 
exceed your service expectations.   
 
Because of its ongoing experience and tenure of its staff, the CNS understands 
that a successful outcome of any large, medical meeting requires superior 
planning, great organization, and effective communication between volunteers 
and staff on an ongoing basis.  As our track record shows, the CNS staff are 
committed, highly professional, and knowledgeable and will be dedicated to 
providing timeliness and value for all services rendered to the Section. 

  
The CNS understands that volunteers who serve an organization need to rely on 
business partners who help them meet their goals.  Combined with experience, 
attention to detail, and careful budget management, the CNS is comprised of 
professionals on whom you can rely.   
 
The CNS has identified six key components of Meeting Management Services 
that are outlined in this proposal. 
 
• Annual Meeting Committee (and sub-Committee) Structure and  

                  Organizational Communication 
• Education Coordination 
• Financial Management 
• Meeting and Logistical Planning 
• Marketing 
• Program Management 
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This proposal depicts major activities and services involved in development, 
communication, and execution of the Section on Disorders of the Spine and 
Peripheral Nerves of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons and 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meetings. 

 
Exclusion 
 
An area that is not addressed within this proposal is that of database maintenance 
and management.  It is strongly recommended that successful marketing and 
promotion of an Annual Meeting is accomplished through coordination of 
accurate and up to date membership data.  If invited, the CNS wants to address 
database management services for membership data and dues’ fee handling. 
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II. Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral 
Nerves of the American Association of Neurological 
Surgeons and Congress of Neurological Surgeons 

 
 

The Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves is a professional 
membership society, jointly incorporated with the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons and the Congress of Neurological Surgeons.  While not 
separately incorporated, the Spine/PN Section has its own Rules and Regulations 
and governing body (Executive Committee). 
 
The Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves was formed in 1978 
by a group of the AANS and CNS members with a dedicated interest in spinal 
disorders and surgical treatment.  The following mission statement was adopted:   
 
To foster the use of spinal neurosurgical methods for the treatment of diseases of 
the spinal neural elements, the spine and peripheral nerves.  To advance spinal 
neurosurgery and related sciences, to improve patient care, to support meaningful 
basic and clinical research, to provide leadership in undergraduate and graduate 
continuing education, and to promote administrative facilities necessary to 
achieve these goals. 
 
Currently, the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves has 
approximately 1,400 active members, primarily neurosurgeons with a specific 
interest in spinal surgery.  The Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral 
Nerves has liaisons with a number of other professional societies including:  
North American Spine Society, Council of Spine Societies, American Society for 
Testing and Materials, Cervical Spine Research Society, and others. 
 
The Spine/PN Section is recognized as one of the largest of the AANS/CNS 
Sections.  The CNS recognizes the Section as one of the major contributors to the 
advancement of Neurosurgery and is of paramount importance to the future of 
Neurosurgery. 
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III. Annual Meeting Management Services/Response to  
Request for Proposal 

 
Budgeting and Financial Management 

 
The CNS staff works in conjunction with the Section volunteer leadership 
to develop an Annual Meeting budget.  As in the past, a preliminary 
budget will be submitted for approval eleven (11) months prior to the 
Annual Meeting.  A final budget projection will be presented four (4) 
weeks after the conclusion of the current year’s Annual Meeting to 
appreciate any shifts in marketing and attendance outcomes. 
 
A sample budget template is attached (see Appendix A).  Throughout the 
planning process, the CNS staff monitors revenue and expenses and 
provides monthly statements to Section volunteer leadership.   
 
The CNS provides to Section volunteer leadership preliminary Annual 
Meeting profit/loss statements within four (4) weeks after the close of the 
meeting.  Final reports are provided six (6) weeks after the close of the 
meeting.   
 
The CNS receives, audits, and pays all Annual Meeting invoices and 
expenses from vendors with designated funds of the AANS/CNS Section 
on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves.  All incurred expenses for 
the 2010, 2011, or 2012 Annual Meetings are the responsibility of the 
AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves.  Actual 
expenses are incorporated into the Annual Meeting budget spreadsheet.  
The final budget vs. actual analysis, reflecting actual expenses incurred at 
the meeting, are submitted to Section volunteer leadership two (2) months 
after the close of the meeting. 
 

Site Selection and Contract Negotiation 
 
Future Sites: 
 

2010 Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando, Florida (signed) 
2011 *Cosmopolitan Resort and Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada (unsigned) 
2012 Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin, Orlando, Florida (signed) 
* Tentative at the time of this proposal. 
 
The CNS utilizes its experience and knowledge of meeting destinations 
and the Section’s objectives to recommend future sites to Section 
volunteer leadership.   
 
Upon volunteer participation and approval, the CNS executes all future 
sites contract negotiations in securing agreed upon sites 2010 and beyond. 
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Vendor Contract Negotiation 
 

The CNS manages all supplier contract negotiations and coordination of 
requirements.  This includes, but is not limited to, ground transportation, 
air transportation, cadaver materials, audio/visual and technical suppliers, 
exhibit contractors, decorator/drayage, security, florist, photographer, 
computers, destination management, caterers, and entertainment. 

 
Housing Services 

 
The CNS contracts with a housing reservation and registration services 
system a 3rd party vendor and develops all necessary housing forms.  The 
CNS secures discounted housing for attendees. 

 
Meeting Promotion and Marketing 

 
The CNS prepares a detailed plan outlining recommended marketing 
vehicles to be implemented in promoting Annual Meeting attendance and 
Section membership.  As each city is unique, the marketing tools 
recommended will be based on the meeting venue and the demographics 
that make up the target audiences.  This plan will be presented to Section 
volunteer leadership eleven (11) months prior to the Annual Meeting.   
 
The CNS secures bids for all necessary printing and production of Annual 
Meeting related materials at the lowest possible price in line with high-
quality production.  
 

Registration Management 
 

The CNS is prepared to assume responsibility for all aspects of 
registration processing via a 3rd party housing and registration vendor.  
The CNS coordinates the development of registration forms and materials, 
handling of VIPs and faculty, badge and ticket production, on-site 
registration, and registration reporting, processing registration refunds, 
tracking of Continuing Medical Education credits and issuing of 
Continuing Medical Education Certificates of Attendance, and CME data 
transfer management. 
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Audio Visual Management 
 

The CNS solicits competitive bids (RFP) for the audiovisual management 
of the Annual Meeting.  The CNS coordinates, orders, and confirms on-
site placement of audiovisual requirements for all sessions, workshops, 
and courses.  Specific speaker requirements are planned for and 
accommodated.   
 
The CNS has floor plans drawn and authorized for all sessions, 
workshops, and courses, and submits these to the Scientific Program 
Chairman for review six (6) weeks prior to the Annual Meeting. 

 
Exhibit Decorator Management 

 
The CNS solicits competitive bids (RFP) for exhibit decorator services for 
the Annual Meeting.  The CNS coordinates, orders, and confirms on-site 
placement of exhibit hall equipment, to include carpet, booths, poster 
boards, and signage.   

  
The CNS has floor plans drawn for the exhibit hall and submits these to 
the Exhibit Chairman for review eleven (11) months prior to the Annual 
Meeting.   

 
On-site Management 

 
The CNS staff is available on-site from set-up through dismantling to 
facilitate all aspects of the Annual Meeting.  Staff exercises close 
supervision of all meeting activities. 

 
Abstract Management   
 

The CNS is pleased to offer the Online Abstract Management Center 
currently utilized by the Spine/PN Section for its Annual Meeting – from 
submission to grading features offered online.  The Digital Poster Center 
will also continue to be available to the Section faculty. 

 
CME Accreditation 
 

The CNS is able to handle the accreditation process in conjunction with 
the 2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide (see Appendix B).   
 
The CNS will ensure that the Spine/PN Section will adhere to the 
ACCME’s mission to identify, develop, and promote the standards for 
quality continuing medical education (CME) utilized by physicians in 
their maintenance of competence and incorporation of new knowledge to 
improve quality medical care for patients and their communities. 
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Cadaver Procurement 
 

Upon receiving the cadaver requirements from the Scientific Program 
Chairman, the CNS solicits bids (RFP) and secures a competitive contract 
for the delivery, handling, and removal of all cadaver materials, while 
monitoring budgeted and associated line items. 

 
Medical Equipment Procurement 

 
Upon receiving the medical equipment requirements from the Scientific 
Program Chairman, the CNS works with exhibiting companies to facilitate 
the delivery, handling, and removal of necessary equipment. 

 
Online and IT Capabilities 

 
The CNS is equipped with state of the art technology to handle all aspects 
of meeting management.  Its web site, www.cns.org, which directly links 
to www.spinesection.org, can host all meeting promotions and registration 
information for all medical attendees and corporate partners. 

 
Reporting and Real-time Annual Meeting Profiling 

 
The CNS will produce reports and oversee meeting registration prior to 
the Annual Meeting, as well as provide post-meeting reports.  These 
reports will profile attendees and attendance trends, as well as gather 
information to be used in the planning of future meetings. 
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Exhibits/Sponsorship and Advertising Corporate Campaign 
 

The CNS is prepared to manage all pre- and post-show preparation and 
analysis, exhibit/sponsorship/advertising sales and marketing and all 
logistical coordination of the exhibit program. 
 
The CNS implements an aggressive marketing and sales campaign for the 
exhibit and sponsorship programs at the Section on Disorders of the Spine 
and Peripheral Nerves Annual Meeting.  The CNS, in conjunction with the 
Annual Meeting Committee, establishes aggressive exhibit and 
sponsorship quotas. 
 
In conjunction with the Exhibit Chairman, the CNS prepares exhibitor 
service kits and informational, promotional mailings.  The CNS 
coordinates the exhibit application process, to include confirmation of all 
booth payments, invoicing for the collection of outstanding balances, 
booth confirmations, and all correspondence with pertinent exhibit show 
information. 
 
The CNS secures the best possible prices for the installation of booth 
equipment, signage, show decorations, light and power requirements via a 
Request for Proposal process.   

 
The CNS supervises and arranges exhibit hall security, arranges for 
exhibit storage, and coordinates the installation and dismantling of the 
exhibit hall. 
 
The CNS makes Scientific Program recommendations to the Annual 
Meeting Chairman on ways to increase overall registration, exhibit traffic 
and increase corporate exhibitor satisfaction. 
 
The CNS manages any necessary labor negotiations with union officials, 
arranges for and supervises subcontracted services such as cleaning and 
janitorial service, arranges for security services, and arranges for 
appropriate insurance.   

 
As detailed within the 2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide (see 
Appendix B), monthly reports on exhibit sales will be submitted to the 
Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves Exhibit 
Chairman.  A preliminary financial report of the exhibit and sponsorship 
program will be submitted four (4) weeks after the conclusion of the 
Annual Meeting.  The final financial report will be submitted six (6) 
weeks after the conclusion of the Annual Meeting. 
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IV. Congress of Neurological Surgeons Profile 
 
 

CNS Mission Statement 
 

The Congress of Neurological Surgeons exists to enhance health and 
improve lives worldwide through the advancement of education and 
scientific exchange. 

 
History of the CNS 

 
The Congress of Neurological Surgeons was founded in 1951.  The 
founding meeting of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons was held by 
twenty-two men in Saint Louis, Missouri, on May 11, 1951.  The first 
annual meeting of the Congress was held in November 1951, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Total membership at that meeting was 121.  Currently 
membership has grown to over 6,000 neurosurgeons and affiliates 
worldwide. 
 
The CNS presently has over twenty (20) Standing Committees and 
supports numerous AANS/CNS Standing and Ad Hoc Committees and 
eight (8) AANS/CNS Sections.   
 

 2008 – 2009 CNS Volunteer Leadership 
 
 
 

     
     
P. David Adelson    Gerald E. Rodts, Jr. 
President     President-Elect 
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  Joel D. MacDonald    Daniel K. Resnick   
  Vice President     Treasurer 
 
 
 
   

       
 
  Christopher E. Wolfla    Anthony L. Asher 

 Secretary     Past President 
 
 
Meeting Management Experience 

 
The CNS staff possesses extensive knowledge and experience in all 
aspects of planning, management, and coordination of meetings.  The 
CNS Annual Meeting is held each year in September/October with 
attendance over 6,500 neurosurgeons, exhibitors, spouses, and 
neurosurgical related professionals. 
 
The CNS Annual Meeting consists of didactic courses and sessions, 
cadaver and sawbone practical courses, general sessions and luncheon 
seminars.  In addition, the sponsorship and exhibition programs for the 
Annual Meeting continue to demonstrate steady growth and partnerships. 



 

CNS MEETING MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 

Grow Your Attendance - Enrich Your Meetings - Achieve Your Goals! 
 
The Congress of Neurological Surgeons, leader in neurosurgical education, is 
dedicated to advancing Neurosurgery through scientific exchange. The experienced 
and dedicated CNS meeting management staff offers the following services to help 
your organization achieve its Annual Meeting objectives: 
 

♦ Innovative Educational Delivery 
Through new technologies and advancements in educational science, the 
CNS can help you shape your attendees’ educational experience for 
maximum impact. 
 

♦ Unparalleled Event Planning 
Through careful attention to detail and an exceptional ability to think 
creatively, the CNS delivers networking and social events your attendees 
will remember for years to come! 
 

♦ Focus on Value 
Through our extensive network of industry contacts and years of experience 
in contract negotiation, the CNS promises to deliver maximum value within 
your budget! 
 

♦ Integrated Marketing Campaigns 
Through careful integration of online and print promotion efforts, the CNS 
delivers reaches the right audience at the right time to grow your meeting 
attendance!  
 

♦ Commitment to Customer Service 
The CNS understands the busy lifestyle of a neurosurgeon and provides 
outstanding customer service to ensure your members and attendees enjoy 
their Annual Meeting experience from beginning to end. 
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V. Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves 
of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons 
and Congress of Neurological Surgeons /CNS Partnership 

 
 

The CNS and its leadership realize the importance of Continuing Medical 
Education as showcased in its Mission Statement as a major contributor to the 
present and future of Neurosurgery.  The CNS also recognizes that the Section on 
Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves, through its Annual Meeting, is 
committed to delivering the best possible education and member service.   
 
The success of an Annual Meeting is built upon a commitment to personal service 
and communication.  The model utilized by the CNS for its Annual Meeting 
places paramount importance on the relationship between its various volunteer 
Committee Chairman and members and the CNS staff who support their efforts.  
The CNS through its volunteer and staff efforts has supported a myriad of new 
CNS initiatives by way of new technology, cutting edge education, and exciting 
exhibition and sponsorship concepts and strategies. 
 
Because the CNS strives to be unique in its delivery of education, we believe that 
the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves has benefited from 
its meeting management partnership with the CNS over the past three years.  Its 
strong volunteer culture and philosophy, ongoing creativity, and staff 
commitment to member service have been aspects showcased throughout the 
Spine/PN Section Annual Meetings.  We are committed to continuing the priority 
service and quality outcomes for its Annual Meetings. 
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VI. Meetings Management Team 
 
 
The CNS, like the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves, is a 
volunteer supported organization that believes in engaging a high-quality staff 
supported by volunteer commitment.   
 
The CNS will assign the following key personnel to manage, coordinate, and 
oversee all planning aspects and onsite execution of the Section on Disorders of 
the Spine and Peripheral Nerves Annual Meeting.  Consistency in dedicated staff 
is paramount to a successful relationship; it is our commitment should staff 
transition occur that new staff be supported by members of the existing 
Management Team. 
 

  
 Regina Shupak, Meeting Management 
 

Regina Shupak graduated from Roosevelt University in 1998 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management, Convention Meeting 
Planning concentration. Immediately after graduation, Regina joined the 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons dedicated to working on 
the Congress of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meeting as a Meeting 
Services Assistant, later moving into Meeting Services Coordinator.     
 
Currently, Regina Shupak is the Director of Meeting Services for the 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons.  Among others, Regina is supported 
by Darcy Nendza and Jacqueline Bellan.  

 
 
 Christopher Carlson, Exhibit and Sponsor Sales Support 
 

Chris Carlson, CNS Marketing Services Coordinator, joined the 
organization in 2006.  He works to facilitate exhibit and sponsorship sales 
for the AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral 
Nerves Annual Meeting.  
 
Chris works closely with the rest of the marketing department to 
implement the sales strategies created and to reach out to the many 
medical companies to exhibit/sponsor at the AANS/CNS Section on 
Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves Annual Meeting. Chris also 
helps oversee marketing efforts to increase abstract submission and 
attendance, and is responsible for assisting in the onsite management of 
the Annual Meetings and courses. 
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VII. References 
 

The CNS is pleased to provide you with four references from neurosurgeons who 
have recently served as Annual Meeting Chairman for the 2006, 2007, 2008 and 
2009 CNS Annual Meetings.  Each of these Chairman have worked closely with 
the CNS staff throughout the entire multi-year meeting management and 
production phases.   
 
2006 Annual Meeting Chairman  
Christopher C. Getch, MD  Office: 312 695 0464  
Department of Neurological Surgery Email: cgetch@nmff.org 
Northwestern University  
Feinberg School of Medicine 
676 North St. Clair Street, Suite 2210 
Chicago, IL 60611 

 
 
 2007 Annual Meeting Chairman  
 Anthony L. Asher, MD, FACS  Office: 704 376 1605 

Carolina Neurosurgery and Spine Associates Email: asher@cnsa.com 
225 Baldwin Avenue 
Charlotte, NC 28204 

 
 

2008 Annual Meeting Chairman  
Gerald E. Rodts, Jr., MD Office: 404 778 6227 
Emory Spine Center Email: gerald.rodts@emoryhealthcare.org 
59 Executive Park South 
Suite 3000 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
 
 
2009 Annual Meeting Chairman 
Nathan R. Selden, MD, PhD, FACS, FAAP  Office: 503 494 4314 
Department of Neurological Surgery  E-mail: seldenn@ohsu.edu 
Oregon Health & Science University   
3303 SW Bond, CH8N   
Portland, OR 97239-3098   
 

 We encourage you to contact each and/or all of the former CNS Annual Meeting 
Chairman to solicit information regarding staff performance, practices, and 
communication outcomes.  The CNS prides itself on the unique ability of its 
volunteers to work in conjunction with staff to maximize the personal and 
scientific meeting experience for all attendees while producing its meeting on the 
most cost-efficient basis. 
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VIII. Cancellation of Event 
 
 

In the event that it is necessary to cancel the Section on Disorders of the Spine 
and Peripheral Nerves Annual Meeting prior to the scheduled opening, due to any 
cause within the control of the Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral 
Nerves, the Congress of Neurological Surgeons shall be reimbursed only for 
actual direct costs incurred by the CNS.   
 
Such direct costs must be evidenced e.g., paid invoices, timesheets, etc. for work 
completed and materials ordered for the Section on Disorders of the Spine and 
Peripheral Nerves.  The Congress of Neurological Surgeons will not be 
reimbursed for time and expenses incurred in connection with meetings and 
committee activities. 
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IX. Agreement Termination 
 
 

This agreement may be subject to cancellation for non-performance by the 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons, provided written notice is received no more 
than thirty (30) days following the conclusion of any event specified herein.  In 
the event of termination, all incurred expenses for the 2010, 2011, or 2012 Annual 
Meetings are the responsibility of the AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the 
Spine and Peripheral Nerves.    
 
Non-performance is defined as:  The level of service provided by the Congress of 
Neurological Surgeons becoming unacceptable according to industry standards.  
Evidence of non-performance must be substantiated in writing. 
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X. Financial Information and Pricing Summary 
 
 

The CNS has reviewed all meeting management requirements and based on 
staffing and services outlined in this proposal, we are pleased to offer a lump sum 
fee of $100,000 for the staff management of the 2010 Section Annual Meeting. 
 
Staff pricing and fee structure for the 2011 and 2012 Annual Meetings will be 
determined and submitted to Section volunteer leadership four (4) weeks after the 
conclusions of the 2010 Annual Meeting and 2011 Annual Meeting respectively.  
For budgeting purposes, the CNS guarantees there will be a minimum of a 
$100,000 fee/annually or a maximum of no more than an annual increase of 5% 
over the 2010 meeting management fee of $100,000 for 2011.   
 
All other direct meeting production costs are the sole responsibility of the Section 
on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves of the American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons and Congress of Neurological Surgeons.  The following 
fee payment schedule shall apply. 

 
  
 July 15, 2010 October 15, 

2010 
January 15, 
2010 

April 15, 
2010 

Quarter 
1 

$25,000    

Q2  $25,000   
Q3   $25,000  
Q4    $25.000* 
 
* Final resolution of meeting expenses and post evaluations will be completed 
prior to final payment date. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Appendix A 

 
Annual Meeting Budget 

Template 



 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

Qty Fee Amount Qty Fee Amount

Spine Section Member
NASS Member

Non-Member
Resident
Nurse

Physician Assistant

Exhibitors (Advance)

Exhibitors (Additional Advanced)
Exhibitors (Additional Onsite)
Spouse/Guest
Child
Staff (CNS Staff/Laser Staff/Vendors)
Guests (Complimentary)
Non Registrants (guests not attending)
Total Attendance

Registration Rebates
Late Cancellations
Total Registration

44010 Booth Sales
46500 Data Sales Lead Revenue

Total Exhibits
Contributions/Sponsorships 

41550 Exhibit Corporate Funding 
4% increase

Total Sponsorships

44100 Golf Outing
44200 Tennis Round-Robin
44000 Opening Reception
44300 Reception with Exhibitors

Reception with Exhibitors (Included)
Total Social Events

45000 Special Courses/Luncheon Symposia - Medical
Special Courses - Resident & Faculty

45010 Symposium for nurses
Symposium for nurses
Total Special Courses

46000 Room Rebates (offsets online reg fees)

Total Miscellaneous
Total Gross Revenue
Total Expenses
Net Revenue (Expense)

         Subtotal Medical

Registration 75-00-000-000-44025

Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves 
Annual Meeting Revenue

Miscellaneous

Special Courses/Symposium

Auxiliary and Social Event Ticket Sales

Exhibits 75-00-000-000-

2009 Phoenix
Actual

2010 Orlando
Preliminary Budget

1



 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber Description
2010 Orlando 

Budget
2009 Phoenix 

Actual
Scientific Program/Special Courses (75-00-083-000-)

71510 Audio/Visual
71530 AV Labor
71600 Awards
73005 Decorating
76500 Food & Beverage
77500 Gifts & Gratuities
78000 Insurance
80500 Postage

Printing 
81050 Signs
81500 Accreditation Fee
83010 Facility
83500 Security
84010 Honoraria
84020 Speaker Expenses. 
85530 Telephone/Internet

Subtotal

Abstract Management & Selection  (75-00-090-101)
73005 AV/Electric/Décor/Carpet
75510 IT Services
80520 Overnight Shipping
85500 Telecommunication - Vlans

Total Abstract Management

Total 

2



 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description
 2010 Orlando 

Budget 
 2009 Phoenix 

Actual 

76500 Food & Beverage
84010 Honoraria & Awards
86500 Transportation

Total Golf Outing

71510 Audio/Visual
73005 Decorating
75000 Entertainment
76500 Food & Beverage

Total Opening Reception

75000 Entertainment
76500 Food & Beverage

Total Reception with Exhibitors

Committee Dinners and Events (082-003)
76500 EC Dinner 
76510 Chairmen's Dinner

76520 YNS Dinner
76530 EC Meeting
76540 Planning Committee Meeting
76550 Senior Advisory Reception and Dinner
71510 AV
86500 Transportation

Total Committee Dinners and Events

TOTAL OFFICIAL SOCIAL EVENTS

Reception with Exhibitors (082-002)

OFFICIAL SOCIAL EVENTS (75-00-)
Golf Outing (082-000)

Opening Reception (082-001)
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 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description
 2010 Orlando 

Budget 
 2009 Phoenix 

Actual 
Print and Production (75-00-)
Exhibitor Prospectus & Inserts  (084-002)

80500 Postage
80520 Overnight Shipping
81000 Printing
81070 Typesetting

Total Exhibitor Prospectus

Preliminary Program Booklet  (084-004)
80500 Postage/Admin
80520 Overnight Shipping
81000 Printing
81070 Typesetting
84510 Mailing Label Supplies

Total Preliminary Program

Poster Program CD  (084-005)
80520 Overnight Shipping
80540 Other Delivery
81000 Printing
81070 Typesetting

Total Poster Program Book

Scientific Program Book  (084-006)
80520 Overnight Shipping
81000 Printing
81070 Typesetting

Total Scientific Program Book

Annual Meeting Marketing   (095-000)
70500 Eblast Service 
80500 Postage/Shipping 
81000 Printing
81050 Mail Services
81070 Typesetting

84050 Letterhead
84510 Mailing Label Supplies

Total Annual Meeting Marketing

TOTAL PRINT AND PRODUCTION

4



 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description
 2010 Orlando 

Budget 
 2009 Phoenix 

Actual 
Exhibit Hall Program  (75-00-085-000)

71510 Audio/Visual/Internet
73005 Decorating Labor
73080 Decorating
76020 Credit Card fees
76500 Food & Beverage
80530 Freight & Shipping
81050 Signage
83010 Facility
83500 Security
85530 Telephone 

Total Exhibit Program
TOTAL EXHIBIT HALL PROGRAM 
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 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description

 2010 
Orlando 
Budget 

 2009 Phoenix 
Actual 

Registration-Advanced  (086-000)
75500 Equipment
76020 Credit Card Fees
75510 Computer Technology
81000 Postage
82000 Printing
84500 Professional Services
85500 Supplies
86000 Telephone

Temporary Help
Total Registration-Advanced

Registration-Onsite  (086-001)
71530 Audio/Visual Equipment
73005 Audio/Visual Labor
73040 Decorating 
81000 Overnight Shipping/Freight
82000 Printing
83500 Professional Services

Security
84500 Supplies
86000 Telephone
87010 Temporary Help

Total Registration-Onsite

TOTAL ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION

Annual Meeting Registration (75-00-)
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 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description

 2010 
Orlando 
Budget 

 2009 Phoenix 
Actual 

Onsite Staff Coordination & Offices  (75-00-087-000)
71500 Audio/Visual 
73010 Decorating
75500 Equipment
75530 Computer Labor/Hardware
76500 Food & Beverage
77500 Gratuities
80520 Shipping
81040 Photocopy
83010 Facility Rental
84500 Supplies
85500 Telephone
86000 Temporary Help
87020 Staff Travel

Total Onsite Coordination
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 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

A
ccount 

N
um

ber

Description

 2010 
Orlando 
Budget 

 2009 Phoenix 
Actual 

79500 Miscellaneous
86000 Meeting Management
80520 Shipping

Total Annual Meeting Planning General

76500 Food & Beverage
80520 shipping
85500 Telephone
87020 Staff Travel
87070 Guest Travel

Total Pre-Meeting Site Visits
 

85540 Attrition
Total Hotel Attrition

81000 Printing
81070 Typesetting

Total Annual Meeting Stationery

TOTAL PLANNING GENERAL

Hotel Attrition (75-00-090-103)

Annual Meeting Stationery  (75-00-090-105)

Annual Meeting Planning General  (75-00-090-000)

Pre-Meeting Site Visits  (75-00-090-102)
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 2010 Section on the Disorders of Spine and Peripheral Nerves
Annual Meeting Budget

2010 Orlando 
Budget

2009 Phoenix 
Actual

Revenue
Registration
Exhibits
Contributions/Sponsorships
Social Events
Special Courses/Luncheon Symposia
Miscellaneous

Total Gross Revenue

Expenses
Scientific Program/Special Courses

Exhibit Hall Program
AM Registration
Onsite Coordination & Offices
AM Planning General

Total Expenses

Net Revenue

Marketing

NET REVENUE & EXPENSES SUMMARY

Social Events

NOTE: Actuals do not include the management fee, but is budgeted 
as an expense. 

9
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Preliminary 2010 
Comprehensive Guide 

 



AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide

ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE COMPONENT

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES DATES

AM CHAIRMAN & CMTE. MEETINGS
Appointment of Section Chairmen and Sub-chairmen:
 - Annual Meeting Chairman
 - Exhibit Chairman
 - Scientific Program Chairman

February 2009

Meeting with Section Leadership and Chairman and appointed CNS 
representatives and staff.

June 2009

Conference Calls set up by staff, as needed and required, in 
conjuntion with Section volunteers

As needed.

Meetings with Section Chairman and appointed
  volunteers as needed; for example, Section Chairman, 
  CNS President or appointed leader, and key staff to
  meet during AANS Annual Meeting to evaluate per-
  formance and timelines.

As needed

FUTURE SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE
Recommendations for future meeting sites submitted 3 - 5 years prior to open meeting year
Site visits with Section Leadership and CNS staff to view possible 
destinations

3 - 5 years prior to open meeting year

Site selection by Section Leadership 3 - 5 years prior to open meeting year

1



AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES DATES

GENERAL
Develop evaluation forms for all scientific sessions and general 
AM evaluation

November 2009

Prepare follow up process with faculty; prep AM evaluations for 
AMC review & ACCME report

March 2010

CME report process for ACCME submission at conclusion of 
the meeting

Ongoing

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM - PHASE I
Develop scientific program production schedule and timelines 
to include call for abstracts, preliminary program and program 
book; abstract deadline: Fall 2009

March 2009

Conduct Scientific Planning Committee Meeting - May 2010, 
during AANS Annual Meeting

May 2009

Establish meeting design and objectives May 2009
Establish on-line abstract center and abstract deadline May 2009
Determine and document program content via faculty, topics, 
and schedule

June 2009

Develop comprehensive schedule to invite all faculty and 
incorporate a follow up scheme to include accept/decline letters

June 2009

Maintain and manage abstract center, to include abstract 
grading and final selection process

Ongoing

Maintain all communication with abstract submitters Ongoing
Incorporate ACCME principles and essentials on an ongoing 
basis; develop learning objectives

Ongoing

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM - PHASE II
Print and production of Preliminary Program and Program Book August 2009

EDUCATION COMPONENT

2



AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMPONENT

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES DATES

BUDGET
Present preliminary budget to AM Committee March 2009
Present final budget to AM Committee April 2009
Approval of final budget by AM Committee May 2009
Recommend and finalize fees, e.g., registration, seminar, etc. March 2009
Present preliminary profit/loss statement April 2010
Present final profit/loss statement and budgeted vs. actual 
expense statements

May 2010

Manage invoice tracking; summarize profit/loss analysis of AM 
budget on a quarterly basis

Ongoing

CONTRACT MAINTENANCE
RFP process to contract and negotiate facilities, venues, and all 
support services

November 2008

Financial management of the AM as approved and directed by 
the Annual Meeting Chairman

Ongoing

GENERAL
Establish Master Account with Headquarters Hotel and all 
applicable venues 

November 2009

Establish check cashing & security at Headquarters Hotel January 2010
Reconcile AM registration transactions March 2010

3



AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide

MEETING PLANNING COMPONENT

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES DATES

EXECUTIVE & ANCILLARY COMMITTEES
Select function space and venues for Executive Committee 
meeting(s) and food and beverage events; manage logistics

May 2009

Manage and monitor the Request for Function 
Space for any other committee meetings

Ongoing

EXHIBIT & AD MANAGEMENT & SALES
Design and maximize exhibit hall capabilities March 2009
Prospectus Production & Exhibit Sales campaign July 2009
Solicit ads for Program Book, Preliminary Program, etc. July 2009
Consult official decorator on sign inventory, posters, decorations, 
etc.

September 2009

Mail decorator service kits to exhibitors; housing & registration 
forms.

November 2009

Review and update exhibitor evaluation form January 2010
Oversee all aspects of exhibit solicitation and sales, booth layout, 
& assignment, set up, labor and fire regulations

Ongoing

Liaison to Exhibit Advisory Committee members Ongoing
Consult with decorator on an ongoing basis to 
maximize sales and update exhibitor listings.

Ongoing

ON SITE MANAGEMENT
Annual Meeting management March 2010
Conduct pre-convention meetings with Hotel, review emergency 
plans, and coordinate staff assignments

March 2010

REGISTRATION
Establish and review procedures for all attendees to register for 
all programs and events

July 2009

Contract and coordinate all logistical needs for on-site 
registration and services with decorator and support services

October 2009

Coordinate AM registration service procedures Ongoing

4



AANS/CNS Joint Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Nerves
2010 Annual Meeting Comprehensive Guide

MEETING PLANNING COMPONENT

ACTIVITIES & SERVICES DATES

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL
Monitor VIP/guest needs e.g., limos, special needs, etc. January 2009
Finalize sleeping room rates and review blocks; analysis of 2009 
vs. 2010 to be conducted

March 2009

Coordinate housing procedures and services June 2009
Manage and process all meeting logistics with social 
event venues and AM Chairman

August 2009

Manage and process AM Resume to headquarters hotel, 
audio/visual firm, and decorator management 

November 2009

Tour and reserve VIP rooms with arrival and departure dates for:
  - Section Chairman
  - Annual Meeting Chairman
  - Scientific Program Chairman
  - VIPs and other guests 

November 2009

Monitor and review hotel blocks and contracts on an ongoing 
basis

Ongoing

Coordinate all logistical and technical meeting aspects with Hotel 
management

Ongoing

POST-MEETING MANAGEMENT
Review master account; distribute gratuities March 2010
Thank you letters to city and facilities as needed March 2010
Prepare post-convention report for AMC:
 - Final attendance comparison
 - Sleeping rooms summary
 - Exhibit report and analysis
 - Food and beverage
 - Scientific Session attendance/Topic report

April 2010

RFP FOR SUPPORT SERVICES
Entertainment August 2009
Computer Equipment October 2009
Temporary Registration Staffing October 2009
Floral November 2009

SHIPPING
Oversee the transportation of all meeting materials and supplies 
to the meeting site and return.

March 2010

TRANSPORTATION
Handle the RFP process to negotiate and contract air 
transportation for attendees

March 2009

5



Saturday, March 28, 2009 9:15 AM

Page 1 of 3

Agree with plan.  Hoefully this will result in improved quality of both the oral 

presentations and and the submission to JNS: Spine. 

From: Fehlings, Dr. Michael [mailto:Michael.Fehlings@uhn.on.ca]  
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2009 10:20 PM 
To: Vmum@aol.com; Jane, John A *HS; cis8z@virginia.edu; 
langstonholly@sbcglobal.net; LHolly@mednet.ucla.edu 
Cc: mgroff@bidmc.harvard.edu; MWang2@med.miami.edu; 
resnick@neurosurg.wisc.edu; joseph.cheng@vanderbilt.edu; kanteras@upmc.edu 
Subject: Re: Fwd: JNS publications for the 2010 mtg 

Sounds like an excellent plan. Michael

From: vmum@aol.com <vmum@aol.com>  
To: JAJ6R@hscmail.mcc.virginia.edu <JAJ6R@hscmail.mcc.virginia.edu>; Fehlings, Dr. 
Michael; cis8z@virginia.edu <cis8z@virginia.edu>; langstonholly@sbcglobal.net 
<langstonholly@sbcglobal.net>; lholly@mednet.ucla.edu <lholly@mednet.ucla.edu>  
Cc: mgroff@bidmc.harvard.edu <mgroff@bidmc.harvard.edu>; 
MWang2@med.miami.edu <MWang2@med.miami.edu>; resnick@neurosurg.wisc.edu 
<resnick@neurosurg.wisc.edu>; joseph.cheng@vanderbilt.edu 
<joseph.cheng@vanderbilt.edu>; kanteras@upmc.edu <kanteras@upmc.edu>  
Sent: Mon Mar 23 19:33:24 2009 
Subject: Fwd: JNS publications for the 2010 mtg  
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2007 -2009 Annual Meeting of the AANS/CNS Section on Disorders of the Spine and Peripheral Ne
Registration Summary

Name
2007
Phoenix

2008
Orlando

2009 - 
NOT 
Audited
Phoenix

Spine Section Member 176 210 212
NASS Member 45 51 33
Orthopedic Surgeon 0 0 6
Nonmember 70 94 106
Resident 46 42 56
Nurse 16 13 13
Physician Assistant 14 25 19
Resident - Complimentary 25 25 25
Subtotal Medical 392 460 470
CNS Staff 4 6 6
Laser Staff 2 3 2
Vendor 11 6 10
Spouse/Guest 92 87 80
Child 25 69 21
Subtotal Other 134 171 119

Exhibitor Staff- Complimentary 270 190 225
Exhibitor Staff- Additional 204 256 272
Exhibitor Housing only 4 25 11
Subtotal Exhibitors 478 471 508

Grand Total 1004 1102 1097

3/31/2009































Thursday, March 12, 2009 11:36 AM
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FirstName Midd Name DesignatioTitle Company Address1 Address2 City State

Pierre-Paul H. Casteleyn University HUZ Brussel LaarbeeklaaBrussels

Steve Courtney MD Eminent Sp4640 Childr Frisco TX

Gordon L. Engler 1617 South Pasadena CA

William B. Rodgers 200 St. MarSuite 301 Jefferson C MO

Flavio D. Tancioni Milan

Jorge E. Tijmes MD Southern B P.O. Box 62 McAllen TX



Country Zip TelephoneFax1 Email1Full CategoryIDTagDate

Belgium B1090 322477654 322477650 pierre.casteleyn@uzbrussel.bOrthopedic 1/0/00

United State75034 (214) 415-5(214) 618-4 Orthopedic 3/11/09

United State91106 (626) 799-2(626) 799-5engler@usc.edu Orthopedic 3/11/09

United State65101 (573) 338-1(573) 635-2kelley@spinemidwest.com Orthopedic 3/12/09

Italy 20144 390282244 390282244 flavio.tancioni@humanitas.it Orthopedic 3/13/09

United State78502 (956) 687-2(956) 971-9zoesot@aol.com Orthopedic 1/0/00



AAOS fellow Section membership application
International 

Affilitate Member 

1997 yes

Fellow 2003 no

Fellow 1973 yes

Fellow 2000 yes

Not a member no

Fellow 1995 yes















 

 

 

 

 

    

    

  

Chris Shaffrey

   

 

Minutes for Spine Section Executive Committee Meeting 
March 11, 2009 

Phoenix,AZ 

 

Members Present: Michael Groff, Paul Matz, Tanvir Chourdri, Michael Wang, Langston 

Holley, Joe Cheng, San Sciubba, Ziya Gokaslan, Allen Maniker, Marjorie 

Wang, Chris Shaffrey, Dan Resnick, Praveen Mummaneni, Pat Johnson, Chris Wolfla, 

Ehud Mendel, Kurt Eickholz, Mike Steinmetz, Greg Trost, , Charlie Kuntz, Zoher Ghogawala, Robert Heary, Mark McLaughlin, 

John Hurlburt, Eric Potts. 

 

Guests:  Katie Orrico, Laurie Behncke, Jim Bean 

 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Resnick at 8:00AM 

 

1. Secretary’s report   M. Groff 

a. Update of email list and contact info 

b. Review and approval of minutes 

c. Review EC grid 

2. Treasurer’s Report   C. Wolfla 

a. Review and approve budget 

The financial health of the section is robust.  The implications of the recent economic downturn were mitigated by the fortuitous 

rebalancing of our portfolio that was implemented to facilitate the ongoing support of the research awards administered by the 

section.  Cash on hand is adequate to support out projected annual budget 

3. Committee Reports  

a. Annual Meeting    C. Kuntz/ P. Matz 
Pre meeting registration is at an all time high.  There was discussion about requiring written abstracts in the future as a requirement 

for certain podium presentations. 

b.  CPT      J. Cheng 
See attached 
Jim Bean neurosurgeons have a responsibility to set standards.  As a section we want to define a standard so 
that it is well defined which procedures we will endorse as a section.  Perhaps 2 year follow-up should be a 
requirement. 
Motion To create a committee before the AANS meeting on Payer policy responses made by Dr. Shaffrey 
and seconded by Dr. Wolfla.  Affirmed by vote. 

c. Exhibits     P. Mummanneni 
d. Future sites     I. Kalfas/P Mummaneni 

2010 Rosen Shngle Creek, 2011 March 9 -12 Las Vegas Hilton, 2012 March 7 - 10 Orlando Walt Disney 
Swan and Dolphin Resort.  Discussion about staying at Dessert Ridge given change in economy.  2013 West.  
2014 Swann and Dolphin.  Reviewed member survey.   



Motion to continue alternating the location of the meeting from East to West on alternate years was made by 
Dr. Resnick Second Dr. Groff. Vote Passed. 
A motion to  explore alternative meeting sites with Web feedback from membership was made by Dr. 
Resnick and seconded by Dr. Matz.  The motion passed. 

 

e. World Spine     E. Benzel 
No report. 

f. Research and Awards    P. Gerszten 
A motion was made by Dr. Maniker that the Klien Award will be administered with input from the 
peripheral nerve task force.  It was seconded by Dr. Groff and passed. 
A motion was made by Dr. Mumanini that the International fellowship will be associated with an 
additional $2500 travel stipend to attend the annual meeting.  A second was made by Dr. Wolfla and 
it passed. 

g. Education     Mike Wang 
Discussion emphasized the importance of disclosure of any potential industry conflicts in our educational offerings. 

h. Guidelines     M. Kaiser 
Cervical Spondylitic Myelopathy guidelines have been accepted for publication in JNS: Spine in 
August 09.  Dr. Matz’s supurlative leadership was acknowledged. 
Tim Rykin reported on  the metastatic guideline effort.  Drafts have been written and further work is 
in progress. 
The thoracolumbar trauma guidelines have been outlined and a first meeting is planned for this 
summer.  Dr. Kaiser is organizing this effort. 
The Lumbar fusion guidelines require update.  This will be done with direction from Dr. Resnick. 
Cervical trauma guidelines update.  Will include representation from the trauma section. 

i.  Outcomes     Z. Ghogawala 

Eight clinical trial proposals.  Blinded review.  
Motion by Dr. Resnick that Dr. Ghogawala will identify topics to add to Neurosurgery list for IOM.  
Create ad hoc group Dr. Mumanni to be a member. 
Discussion of funding for comparative effectiveness research priorities. 

j. Peripheral nerve TF    A. Maniker 
Hans Peter Rickter for the Klien Lecture.  Discussion as to difficulty administering a lecturship at the 
AANS.  Should the lecture be moved to the section meeting.  Consensus is that it makes sense for the 
membership to keep the meeting at the AANS meeting.  It was clarified that $7000 is to cover all 
expenses associated with the speaker.  

k. Publications     L. Holly 
Relationship with JNS for publication of meeting content was discussed. 
Motion was made by Dr. Resnick that Drs. Holly, Praveen Mummaneni, and Shaffery, will 
implement the program.    They will also track down the policy for speakers that do not show up. 

l. Public Relations    M. Steinmetz 
See attached 

m. Membership     Marg. Wang 
Four Orthopedic surgeons have registered for the meeting. 
Motion was made by Dr. Wang to waive registration fee for all medical students.  It was seconded by 
Dr. Groff and affirmed by vote. 
Drs. McLaughlin and Mumannnie were tasked with evaluating alternatives to charging resident 
registration.  

n. Washington Committee   R. Heary 
IOM comparative effectiveness research in concert with the Ad Hock committed of Dr. Ghogawala was discussed. 

 
o. Fellowships     P. Mummanini 

Senior Society is evaluating CAST applications.  See attached. 
p. Web Site     J. Chang 

Will continue with residual $12000 budget. 
q. CME      E. Mendel 



r. Nominating Committee   J. Alexander 
s. Rules and Regs    T. Choudhri 
t. Newsletter     M. Steinmetz/ J. Cheng 
u. ASTM      G. Trost 
v.  NREF      Z. Gokoslan/E. Woodard 

Section needs to encourage spine applications for funding to NREF 
w. AANS PDP     K. Foley/ P. Johnson 
x. Young Neurosurgeons comm.  E. Potts 
y. FDA drugs and devices   J. Alexander 
z. FDA Disability    G. Trost 
aa. Inter-Society Liaison    M. Rosner 

 

  

4.  New Business 

a) Meeting invitations to CNS and AANS Presidents 

Motion by Dr. Wolfla was seconded by Dr. Resnick that Presedents of the CNS and AANS need to be invited to exec 

committee meeting.  Expense for Registration room and board, travel should be provided.  This will promote 

communication and coordination of efforts. 

b) Outcomes Registry – Attempt to coordinate all registries so that Neurosurgeons only have to do it once.  Needs a 

business model so that it is self sustaining.  Neuropoint alliance is the company coordinating this.  Section will help 

develop modules focused on information we are interested in tracking.   

c) Section Lectureships at AANS annual meeting – was discussed in Peripheral Nerve Task Force above. 
d) Inter-society liason position will be created and staffed by Dr. Heary.  Dr. Ondra has some suggestions on initiatives. 

e) Fellowship match coordination with NASS.  This is difficult if we do not know the fellowship criteria that NASS is 

using. 

f) Stipend for award winners.  Discussed above. 

g) NQF – National Quality Forum.  Focused on spine surgery for over use.  NPP – reduction of MRI scans and spine 

surgery 50% 

5. Old Business 

a) Membership dues structure 

b) Spine Section Meeting Management 

c) Future sites – site survey 

d) History Project 

e) Endowment fund 
f) Job description for Business Administrator – less of a need for this now. 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Michael W. Groff, Secretary. 
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